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ey | To the Right Honourable | 

a. Mayor of London, | 
AND 

The Court of Aldermen. 


MY TN? As I I '® "= 


Right Honourable , 
= ., though otherwiſe indiſpoſed for ;fuch 
| S -- Employments) endeavoar., to dif. 
<charge + that Service which: Jon wouchſafed 
to call me unto, in CONCeIVING and  utterzug 
theſe Meditations ; ſo now, in publiſhing 
x . | Y 
xethem, I do purely ſubmit to Tour Com-' 
x mands » meaning, therein to approve my ſelf, 


£ | 4 Right Honourable, 


: 4. Your moſt Obedient Servant 1 
4 S. 3 lh ITfaae Barrow. 


A 2 
836934 


Ford Mayor. | 


Martis ſecundo die Mazzi, 1671. Annaque 
Domini Regis Caroli Secundi _ &c. | 


viceſimo tert1o. 


\Z71S Court doth defire Dr. Barrow to 
Print his Sermon Preached- at the 
Spiral: ou Wedneſday. in Eaſter Week aft, 
with. what- farther he had "prepared to deli. 
. wer at that t. time. 


Avery. - 


IMPRIMA TUR. 


Julii 3- 167x. Sam. Parker. 
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Pal. cxii., 9. 


He: hath diferſed , he bath given to tbe 

poor 3 bis righteouſneſs endureth for 
. ever, bis horn ſhall be exalted with 
'* bonour. 


S his wad Palm appears 
s . . to have a double ' intent; 


. one to deſcribe the 'proper bn 
aetions and Actions: of a ey + 
{Religpons or Pivus? man ;_(of Wha | x; 

A. 3 who q 


The Duty and Reward 


Verſ. 1. 


who feareth the Lord, and delighteth 
greatly in his Commandments; the 
other to declare the Happineſs of 
ſuck a man's Nate, conſequent up- 
1 thoſe lis affections and ations, 


whether in way -of- natural reſult ,. 


or of gracious. recompence from 


God * 1o dothy this Verſe particu- Þ. 


larly confain both a good part of a 
pious man's chaxacter , and ſome 
conſiderable inſtances of his feli- 


city.” The firſt 'words (Ze hath 


diſperſed , he hath given to the 
poor ) expreſs part of his Charac- 
ter; the latter ( Hi righteouſneſs 
endureth for ever, his horn ſhall be 
exalted with honour) aſſign inſtan- 
ces of 'his Felicity. So that our 
Text hath two parts, one affor- 
ding us good information concer- 
ning our Duty, the other yielding 


great encouragement to the per- | 


tormance thereof ; for we are-ob- 


liged to follow the Pious man's ' 
practice, and ſo' doing-we ſhall 


afuredly partake of bis condition. 
IV A Thele 
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Theſe parts we ſhall in order pro- 
ſecute, endeavouring, (by God's af- 
f © fiſtence) ſomewhat to illuſtrate the 
> | words themſelves, to confirm the 
, | Truths couched in them, and to 
, | inculcate. the Duties' Which they 
imply. 
- 'B. For the firſt part, Ze hath dif- 
1 | perſed, he hath given to the. poor ; 
2 | theſe words in general do import 
the liberal Bounty and Mercy 
| which a Pious man 1s wont to 
exerciſe; doing which, doth in 
. good part conſtitute him pious , 
and ſignally declareth him ſuch; 
= is a neceſfary ingredient of . his 
Piety, and a conſpicuous mark 
thereof : But particularly they in- 
ſinuate ſome things concerning the 
nature, the matter, the manner; 
and the obje&t of thoſe Acts. 
He hath diſperſed, he: hath gs 
vex. Thoſe words being put in- 
| definitely, or without determining 
© what is diſperſed and given by 
him , may be ſuppoſed to imply 
| A 4 2a kind 


pa 
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Luke 12. 33- 


Luke 11, 41. 


a kind. of umverſality.in the mat- 
ter . of his: Beneficence ;- that | he | 
beſtoweth whatever he hath with-' 


m compaſs of his poſſeſſion, or his | 


power; . his zz urzzyoze, (the 
things whi&h._ he hath, ) and. his 
Tz tyre , (the things which he. 
may, ). according to the preſcrip- 
tions of our Lord in the . Goſpel, 
Fvery . thing (I fay.) which he 
hath in ſubſtance, or can doe by | 
his endeavour, that may .conduce 
to the ſupport of the lite, or. the 
health, or the welfare in any kind 
of his Neighbour, to the fuccour 
or. relief of his indigency, to the. 
removal or eaſement of his -afflic- 
tion, he may well here be under: .. 


Mood to diſperſe and. give.. Fee- 


ding the Hungry , cloathing the ' 
Naked , ' viſiting the Sick , efiter- | 


taining the Stranger., ' ranſoming |. 


the. Captive, eaſing the Oppret- | 
ſed; comfortimg the- Sorrowtull , * 
aſſiſting the-Weak; inſtructing, or | 

adviſing. the- Ignorant , FOGrANGE T 
BEE 4 with. | 
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with all ſach kinds 'or- inſtan- 
ces: of Beneficence,, may be con- 


ceived, either meant directly” as 


the matter of the: good man's dif: 
perſing' and giving , or . by juſt 


analogy. :of: reaſon -reducible there- 


to : Subſtantial Alms, as the moſt | 


ſenſible :and;; obyious matter of 
Bounty, was ('tis probable ) eſ- 
pecially intended , but: thence no 
manner of expreſſing 1t. is to be 
excluded-;-. for © the : ſame © reafons 
which oblige us ,. the ſame afec- 
tions. which diſpoſe: us: to beſtow 
our Money, or deal. our. Bread , 


' will equally bind-and move: us to 
contribute - our endeavour and ad- 


vice, for the ſuſtenance and com;, 
fort of our poor Neighbour. : An- 
fwerably, our Diſcourſe will: more 
expreſly regard the*principal mat- 
ter, .hiberal-communication of. our 
Goods; but :it. may be-reterred-t 


all ſorts:of Beneficence. - . by 


| - Farther,-the word. difperſed in- 
: timateth the nature of his Bouns 


ty, 


* 
- » 
4 A 
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ty, in excluſion of ym ditte- 
rent from it. He diſperſeth, and 
is therefore not tenacious , doth 
not hoard up his goods, or keep 
them "cloſe to himſelf , for the 
gratifying. his covetous humour , 
or nouriſhing his pride, or pam- 
 pering his ſenſuality ; but ſen- 
deth them abroad for the uſe 
and benefit of others. He 4:/- 
perſeth his goods, and therefore 
alſo doth not fling them away 
altogether, as if he were angry 
with them , or weary of them , 
as if he loathed or deſpiſed 
them ; but fairly and ſoftly, with 


good conſideration he difpoſeth - 


of them here and there; as rea- 
ſon and need. do require. He 
aiſperſeth them to the poor, not 
ditfipateth them among vain or 
tewd perſons in wanton or wick- 
cd .profuſions, in riotous exceſles, 
in 1dle divertiſements ; in expen- 
ſive curioſities, in hazardous ga- 
mings, in any ſuch courſes wiuch 


{wal- 


f 
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ſwallow.. whole all that: a man 

hath, 'or do fo cripple him, that 

he becomes 'unable to diſperſe any 

thing: Our 'good man 1s to be ov 33 Im 

underſtood wiſely provident ;, hoe x97, & 
2619 p11 CoM 

E 


neſtly. . induſtrious, and-' ſoberly {{4iugwy 8- 
frugal, that 'he may have where- 2+, #2» 


with to be juſt firit, and then h- Ay Eth. 4- 
beral. 197, | Eph. 4- 28. 


His diſperſing alſo ' (or - ſeatte- 
ring, fo the * Hebrew word here ND * 
uſed is otherwhere rendred : 7here Prov. 11. 24- 
5 (faith the Wiſe man)” that ſcat- 
tereth, 'aud yet increaſeth : where 
we may remark , that this word 
{ingly by it ſelf, without any ad- - 
junct matter to limit or. interpret 
it, is uſed to. ſignify this kind -of 
practice. *'This his diſperfing , 1 
fay alſo )- denotes - the, \extent of 
the pious .man's Bounty , that it 
is very hrge and diffuſive, and 
in a manner 'unreſtrained ;- that it 
reacheth : to"many places , 'and is 
withheld: from no perſons within 
the verge of his power, and op- 
__ portunity 
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aaa 


portunity- to doe. gopd. This 


practice corunongy by :-a. like- 


phraſe- (unto which - per 


haps this 
word: refers) - 1s termed 5 xcbr Py 


|. 2Cor. 9.6, He Srogy boi _ ſoweth 
| 10s  ſparinely, ſhall alſo reap ſparin 
6 ua 4 - 8. OY ” which: ſoweth  lntifeh, 
"+ ſhall alſo reap. bountifully. Now , 
' he that ſoweth, having choſen a 
good ſoil,” and a- fit ſeaſon; . doth 
not regard-. one”. particular ſpot , 
. _ - but throweth all about fo. much 
as his -hand can-hold, ſo far as the 
ſtrength of his- arm doth carry. 
It is Fiewiſe called watering, (He 


I| Prov. 11. 25 that watereth, faith Solomon, ſhall 


be watered himſetf :) whichexprel- 
fion-alſo;feemeth to import a plen- 


—_ « progilcunis *eftuſion :of | 
good, dropping in ſhowrs upon dry | 
3 places ;- that 1s, u 4 : 


and parc 
perſons dry for want-,” or parched 
with affliction. So; the-good man 
doth not plant his Bounty. in.-one 
ſmall hole, -or ſpout it on; one 'nar- 
row. ſpot, but with an open-hand 


« 


ly; 
oY » 
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4 and promptitude of: mind/)::which 
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diſſeminates it, with an-impartial .-; .; >; 
regard diſtils 1t all about. He + 7 


'ſtints it not to his own Family 


or Relations; to his Neighbours, 
or Friends, or Benefactors ; to 
thoſe - of his' own Se& and. Opi- Pe 
nion, or of his humour and diſpo- _ - - 
ſition; to ſuch as ſerve. him, or 
oblige him, or pleaſe him ; whom 
ſome private. intereſt ties, 'or ſome 
particular affeQion, endears-'him 
to: but --ſcatters it indifferently 
and unconfinedly toward all men 


| that need it; toward meer Stran- *Edy iS\us n- 


gers, yea, toward known Ene- wy 
mies; toward ſuch who never did —— *hp5 
him any good, or can ever be able nmr” 3-4 
to doe any; yea., even. toward Xa. 
them who have done evil to: him , Sia, 55.xa: 
and may be preſumed.ready to doe *3*, 742% 
more. Nothing in his Neighbour @ ﬆ, x4 
but abſence: of need , nothing in Em, xgr 
himſelf but-defect of. ability, doth cig7o 

curb 'or limit his: Beneficence. In #6. 0rat.ro. 


that” TegJvple (: that. /prochvity 
S. Paul 
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26. 3. 12. S. Paul ſpeaketh of, he doeth good | 
anger of _ every-where : whereever 4 man 
#6! is, there: is a room for his wiſhing 


homo e 
beneficio locus 


et. Sen. de well, and doing good, if he can : 
Vit. B. cap. he obſerves that Rule of the Apo- 
G1. 6. 16. tle, As :we have opportunity, let 
2 Cor. 9.13. us doe good unto all men. So the 
p_ man: hath diſperſed. It fok 

Ss; : ff: 6 | 
He hath given to the poor. 
Theſe words denate the Freenefs 
of his Bounty, and determine the 
principal object thereof : He not 
onely lendeth (though he alſo 
doth that upon reaſonable occa- 
ſion ; -for; . 4 good man, as it is 
Palm 172.5. fa1d before tin this Pſalm, . ſheweth 
_. mercy, and 'lendeth ; and other- 
Palm 37:26. Where ,' The' righteous v ever: mer- 


cifull ; and lendeth : He, I ſay, 
not onely ſometimes willingly len: 


deth ) to thoſe who in time” may 
repay ,” or requite him; but he 
freely giveth-to the poor, that is 
to thoſe from whom he can 'ex- 
pect no- retribution. ack. 0 
| SM Ot 
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doth - not ( as good: and: pious; 


begging, or a ſubtle kind of trade ; 


he doth not) preſent | the Rich ; jad 
"to doe fo- is but a cleanly way of 


petit. 


tis hardly Courtelie ; 'tis ſurely no He that [a 
Bounty ; for ſuch perſons (if they 1 9,1 
are not very ſordid or yery care- ſurely come 


kf, and ſuch men are not uſual- 
ly much troubled with Preſents ) 
will it is likely over-do lum, or at 
leaſt will be even with him in 
kindneſs. In doing this, there is 
little vertue ; for it, there will be 
ſmall reward. For, JF. you doe 
good to them who doe good to you, 
( or whom you conceive able and 
diſpoſed to requite you,) moiz yz 
ew, what thanks are due to you 2? 
tor that ( faith our. Saviour ) evex 
ſinners (even men notoriouſly bad) 


ro want. 


Prov. 22. 16. 


Luke 6. 33y 
34+ 


doe the ſame : And. if you lend to © 


them from whom you hope to :re- 
ceive, what thanks have you ? for 
(nners even lend to ſinners, to re- 


ceive as much again. All men com- 


monly, the bad no leſs then the 


g00d, 
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 *Omy & 3 good, are apt to: be* ſuperflucuſly 
diver &., kind in heaping Favours' on thole 
yr 465 Azxs Whom Fortune befriends, -ard 
3 as7% 3 whoſe condition requires not their 
W courteſie ; every one almoſt i5rea- 

wv. | . . — X . 
Eurip. #. | dy. to adopt himſelf anto the Kin: 
Oreft. dred, or to' fcrue himſelf into the 

Xirmw mi. Friendſhip of the wealthy-and prc 
ohrmer mer- Friend{hip of the wealthy-and pro- 
m6 avy- ſperous : but -where kindred. is of 
Santas uſe, there it is feſdom found; it is 
commonly. fo deaf, as. not to hear 
-when it is calfd; ſo blind;-as-not 
to diſcern its. proper object, and 
Prov, 17.17. natural ſeaſon ; ( the time. of ad.- 
werfity, for which a brother. is-born.) 
Men diſclaim” alliance” with 'the 

needy, and ſhun his acquaintance; 
Prov.19.7,4-40 the Wiſe man obſerved, A the 
_ ſr cxrtag Pp brethren of: _—_— do hate him, 
wv , iy 7s 20 much more do his friends go far. 


PiSUXMe #) 22 TT TIENTS 
Eo” from bi: .'Fhus it' is ut vulgar 


more. judicious , © more- juſt ;*and 
more generous -in”the” placing” of 
his Favours ;. he- is + courteous- to 
purpoſe, he.is good -toithoſe _ 
£007; ne 


practice ':- -but ' the Pious man- 1s. 


—— a tt Ms a. a ts «a ee, ——_ p 1 > Im fhogus. wt 


a as. A -. - 


LO — 


of Bounty to the Poor. 


need. He, as fuch, doth not make 


| large entertainments for his friend's, Luke 14. 12, 
'J his brethren, his kindred, his rich 
4 2e7ghbours ; but obſerves that pre- 
cept of our Lord, When thou ma- 13, 14- 


keſt a feaſt, call the poor , the mai- 
med, the lame, the blind, and thou 
ſhalt be bleſſed : for they cannot re- 
compenſe thee ; thou ſhalt be recom- 
penſed at the reſurrettion of the juſt. 
Thus the pious man giveth,” that 
is, with a free heart and-pure in- 
tention- beſtoweth his -goods on 
the indigent , without deſigning 
any benefit, or hoping for any re- 
quital to himſelf ; except from 
God, in conſcience, ' reſpe&t and 
love to whom he doeth it. 

It may be alfo material to ob- 
ſerve the form of ſpeech here'uſed, 
1n reference to the time : Ze hath 
diſperſed, and he hath given; or, 
He doth diſperſe, he doth give, (tor 
in the Eltew Language the' paſt 
and preſent times are not diſtin- 
guiſhed : ) which. manner of ſpea- 
| B king 


# 
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king may ſeem to intimate the re- 
ality, or the certainty , and the 
conſtancy of his practice in this 
kind ; for what is paſt or preſent, 
we are infallibly ſecure of ; and 
in Morals, what one is faid to 
have done, or to doe, is always 
underſtood according to habit, or 
cuſtom. It is not, Ze wi// diſperſe, 
he will give; that were no fit de- 
ſcription of. a good man; to pre- 
tend to, would be no argument 
of Piety ; thoſe words might 1m- 
poxt uncertainty, and delay in his 
practice : He that faith, / wi//-gzve, 
may be fallacious un his profeſſi- 

ons, may be inconſiſtent with Is 
reſolutions , may. wiltully or neg- 

' ligently let flip the due ſeaſon of 

*Er«aid» 3 performing it.- Our good man is 
aca © not a Doſon, or Willgive, (like 
EIS that King of Macedon, who got 
asnys 3 7 that name from often ſignifying 
Pla pv. AN Intention of giving, but never 
tb Emil, giving in -eftect;) he not onely | 
purpoſes well, and promiſes yr” 

| y 
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ly for the future, but he hath ef 
tectually done it , and perſeveres 
doing it upon every fit occaſion. 
He puts not his Neighbour into 
tedious expeQations, nor puts him 
off with frivolous excuſes, ſaying 


to him, ( as it is in the Pro- Prov. 3. 28. 


verbs) Go and come again, and to 
morrow 7 will give , when he hath 


it by him : he bids him not have 


patience, or fays unto him, De- Jam. 2. 16. 
part in peace, when his need is 


urgent, and his pain impatient , 
when hunger or cold do then 
pinch him , when fickneſs inceſ- 
lantly vexeth him, when preſent 
ſtreights and burthens oppreſs him: 
But. he affordeth a ready, quick , 
and feaſonable rehiet. 

He hath diſperſed, and given , 
while he lives, not reſerving the 
diſpoſal of ' alll at once upon his 
death, or by his laſt Will; that 


unwilling - Will , whereby . men 


would ſeem to give ſomewhat , 
when "they can keep nothing ; 
B 2 draw- 
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drawing, to themſelves thoſe com- 
mendations and thanks, which 
are onely due to their Mortality; 
whenas were they immortal, they 
would never be liberal: No; it 1s, 
he hath freely diſperſed, not an in- 
evitable neceſſity will extort it 

Avarus , niſs from him*; it cannot be faid of 

= ls fs him, that he never does well, but 

cit. Laber. When he dies : So he hath done it 
really and ſurely. 

He alſo doeth it conſtantly, 
through all the courſe of his lite, 
whenever good opportunity pre 
ſents it ſelf. He doeth it not by 
tits, or by accident, according to 
unſtable cauſes or circumſtance 
moving him, (when bodily tem: 
per or humour inclineth him, 
when a ſad Object makes vehe 
ment impreſſion on him , when 
ſhame obligeth him to com 
ply with the practice of others, 
when he may thereby promote 
ſome deſign, or procure ſome gle fi 
ry to himſelf) but his practice is 


CON- 


note 


Pn Omm— 


of Bounty to the Poor. 


conſtant and uniform, being drawn 
from ſteady principles, and guided 
by certain rules ; proceeding from 
reverence to God, and good wall 
toward Man; following the clear 
dictates and the immutable laws of 
Conſcience. Thus hath the pious 
man diſperſed, and given to the 
poor - and let thus much ſuffice 
tor explicatory reflection upon the 
firſt words. | 

The main drift and purport of 
which 1s, to repreſent the liberal 


| exerciſing of Bounty and Mercy , 


to be the neceſſary duty, the ordi- 
nary practice, and the proper cha- 
rater of a truly Pious man ; ſo 
that performing fuch a&s, is a 
good fign of true Piety ; and o- 


| mitting them , 1s a certain argu- 


ment of ungodlineſs. For the de- 
monſtration of which Points, and 
for exciting us to a practice anſwe- 
rable, I ſhall propound ſeveral Con- 


glo- ſiderations, whereby the plain rea- 
e is] fonableneſs, the great weight, the 


con 
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I. Head of 


_ diſcourſe. 


Deut. I 5. 7, 


ſhut thine hand from thy poor bro. 


Verſ. Its 


high worth and excellency of this 
duty, together with its ſtrict con-fſ 
nexion with other principal duties} 
of Piety, will appear. And firlt, 
T will thew with what advantageſſ 
the Holy Scripture repreſents it to 
us, or preſſes it upon us, 

I. We may conſider, that there 
is no ſort of Duties which God 
hath more expreſly commanded, 
or more earneſtly inculcated, then 
theſe of Bounty and Mercy toward 
our Brethren ; whence evidently 
the great moment of them, and 
their high value in God's eſteem 
may be inferred. Even in the an- 
cient Law , we may obſerve veryf 
carefull proviſions made for enga- 
ging men to works of this kind, and 
the performance of them is with 
huge life and urgency preſcribed, 
Thou ſhalt not harden thy heart, nor 


ther. — Thou ſhalt open thy hand 
wide unto thy brother, unto thy poor, 
and to thy needy in the land. — 
al 
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did Moſes, in _ name _ 
language very ſignificant and em- 
ne. id Ahn the children 
of Zrael. The holy Prophets al- 
ſo do commonly with an eſpecial 
heat and vigour preſs theſe Du- 
ties, moſt ſmartly reproving the 
tranſgreſſion or negle& of them ; 
eſpecially when they reclaim men 
from their wicked courſes, urging 
them ſeriouſly to return unto God 
and Goodneſs, they propoſe this 


praftice as a ſingular inſtance 
moſt expreſſive of their Converſi- 


on, moſt apt to appeaſe God's 
wrath, moſt effe&tual to the reco- 


very of his favour. Waſh you , Eday 1. 16, 


(faith God in Efay) make you 


| clean, put away the evil of your do- 


ings from before mine eyes, ceaſe to 
doe evil, learn to doe well. So in 
general he exhorts to Repentance : 
then immediately he ſubjoyns theſe 
choice inſtances thereof : Seek 
judgment, relieve the oppreſſed , 
judge the fatherleſs, plead for the 
B 4 


widow. 


17, I8. 
Jer. 7+ $5, 5+ 
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widow. — Come now, ( then he 
adds) let us reaſon together : though 
your fins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be 
as white as ſnow; though they be 
red like crimſon, they ſhall be as 
wood, When Daniel would pre- 
ſcribe to King Nebuchadnezzar the 
beſt way of amendment, and the 
ſureſt means of  averting God's 
Judgments impendent on him, he 
Dan. 4-27- thus ſpeaks :. Wherefore, O King, 
let my counſel be acceptable . unto 
thee; * break off thy fins by righ- 


Tas app 
TI, Os GAEN- 


poobraus au. Feouſueſs, and thine intquities by 


rom * Þ ſpewing mercy to the poor. This 
render thoſe he culld 'out as of all pious acts 
words, _ chiefly gratefull to God, and clear: 
ro Ge ly teſtitying Repentance; -and, /6 
DD. very impious a' perſon was Alms 
Nafexfore- able to juſtify , ſays the Father 
ro > thereupon. So allo when God 
7o7w 5 iae- himſelf would declare what thoſe 


noovrn > acts are which render penitential 
AGUOT UE 


Athan. az devotions molt agreeable to him, 


Antich and moſt effectual, he thus expref- 
et ” {eth his mind ; 7s not this the faſt 
| "— Iu9 which 
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which T have choſen 2 to looſe the 
bands of wickedneſs, to undo the 
heavy burthens, to let the oppreſſed 
go free, and that ye break every 
yoak? Is it not to deal thy bread 
to the hungry, and that thou bring 
the poor that are caſt out to thine 
houſe ; when thou ſeeſt the naked, 
that thou cover him, and that thou 
hide not thy ſelf from thine own 
fleſh» Of fo great conſideration 
and moment was this ſort of Du- 
ties, even under that old diſpenſa- 
tion of weakneſs, ſervility and fear; 
ſo much tenderneſs of compaſſion 
and benignity. did God exact even 
from that hard-hearted and world- 
ly people, who were 1o little capa- 
ble of the beſt Rules, and had en- 
couragements , -in compariſon, ſo . 
mean toward performances of this 
nature. The ſame we may well 
conceive, under the more perfect 


_ diſcipline of univerſal amity, of 1n- 


genuity , of ſpiritual Grace and 
Goodneſs, in a lugher ſtrain, with 
| more 
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Luke 12. 33» 
6. 3O. Ile ls 
Matt. 19. 2I» 
6, 19s 


more force and greater obligation 
to be impoſed on us, who have fo 
much {tronger engagements, and 
immenſly-greater encouragements 
to them. And ſo. indeed it is-:. for 
thoſe Precepts delivered by our 
Lord, Se4 all that you have, and 
give Alms; If thou wilt be perfedt, 


ſell all that thou haſt, and give to 


the poor ; Give to every man that 
asketh thee ; Treaſure not up to 
your ſelves treaſures upon the earth, 
do indeed ſound high, but are not 
inſignificant, or impertinent. They 
cannot ſignify or deſign leſs, then 
that we thould be always in aft- 
tection, and diſpoſition of mind , 
ready to part with any thing we 
have for the ſuccour of our poor 
brethren ; that to the utmoſt of 
our ability, (according to moral 
eſtimation prudently rated,) upon 
all occaſions we ſhould really ex- 
preſs that diſpoſition in our prac- 
tice; that we are exceedingly ob- 
liged to the continual exerciſe. of 
theſe 
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theſe Duties in a very eminent de- 

gree, Theſe indeed were the Du- 

d JF ties which our Lord, as he did fre- 

ts | quently in his diſcourſe commend 

Yr | and preſcribe, ſo he did moſt fig- 

Ir | nally exemplify in his practice; his 

4 | whole Lite being in effect but one 

7, | continual a& of moſt liberal Boun- 

'o ff ty and Mercy toward Mankind ; 

t | incharity to whom, he out-did his 

'0 | own ſevereſt Rules, being content 

5, | never to poflels any wealth, never 

t | to enjoy any eaſe in this world. 

Y | And therein (both as to doctrine 

nj and practice) did the holy Apo- 

{- | ſiles cloſely follow their Maſter : 

» | As poor, yet enriching many ; as 2 Cor. « 10, 

e | having nothing, yet poſſeſſing all 

r | h:ngs. So they throughly in deeds 

f | practiſed theſe duties, which in 

1 | words they taught, and earneſtly 

1f preſſed ; admoniſhing their Con- 

F- " to (a) diſtribute to = = a Ron 124 

- | ceſſitzes of the Saints, to (b) doe 33: 

- | good to þ men; (c) to doe good, —_— _ 

f and to communicate not to forget ; | 
| to 
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to ſhew mercy with chearfulneſs, to 
{ Coloſ.3.12. (d ) put on bowels of mercy; to 
Eph. 4.32. (EC ) L kind, and tender-hearted 
| one toward another ; to abound in 
; Cor. 8.7. the grace of liberality. Such are 
their Directions and Injunctions to 
all Chriſtian people ; . ſo did they 
preach themſelves, and ſo they en- 
Tim. 6.17, joyned others to preach. Charge 
_ the rich in this world, (faith S. Paul 
to his Scholar 7:zmothy) that they 
doe good ; that they be rich in good 
works, ready to diſtribute , willing 
T. 3.8 #Z0 communicate : and, T7] heſe things 
( faith he likewiſe adviſing Biſhop 
Titus) I will that thou affirm con- 
ftantly, that they which believe in 
God may be careful to maintain good 
works : what good works he mea- 
neth, the reaſon adjoyned doth 
ſhew ; For theſe things (faith he ) 

are good and profitable unto men. 
2. It 1s indeed obſervable, that 
as in every kind that which 15s moſt 
excellent doth commonly aſſume 
to it ſelf the name of the whole 
| kind ; 
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kind ; ſo among the parts of Righ- 
teouſneſs, ( which word is uſed to 
comprehend all Vertue and Good- - 
neſs) this of exerciſing Bounty and 
Mercy is peculiarly called Righte- 
ouſneſs ; ſo that Righteouſneſs and 
MercifulneſS, (or Alms-deeds ) the 
righteous and bountifull perſon, are 
in Scripture-expreſſion ordinarily 
confounded , as it were, or undi- 
ſtinguiſhably put one tor the other ; 
it being often, when commenda- 
tions are given to Righteouſneſs , 
and rewards promiſed to righteous 
perſons, hard to diſcern, whether 
the general obſervance of God's 
Law , or the ſpecial practice of 
theſe Duties, are concerned 1n 
them. Likewiſe works of this na- 


ture are in way of peculiar excel- 4 A& 9. 36. 


lency termed good works; and to 


perform them is uſually ſtyled 7o Tit. 3. 8, t4. 
doe good, and to doe well; ( (a) &- 290% 5% 
ov tegaledas, (b) zaX0 Tov, c 10. 


(c) ayaMmeyav, (d) ayamvimacs, 
(e) tuna, (f) fvege!Giv, are words 
ap- 
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Micah 6. 8. 


—— 


applied to this purpoſe ) which 
manners of expreflion do argue 
the eminent dignity of theſe per- 
formances. -— | 

3. We may alſo conſequently 
mark , that in' thoſe places of 
Scripture where the Divine Law 
is atridged, and Religion fumm'd 
up into a few particulars of main 
importance, theſe Duties conſtant- 
ly make a part : fo when the Pro- 
phet 'Micah briefly reckons -up 
thoſe things whict are beſt in the 
7 aw, and'ichiefly: required by God, 
the whole Catalogue'ot them con- 
fiſting but of - three particulars , 
Mercy comes in tor one ; He hath 
Jhewed thee, O man, (faith he) 


what is good : and what doth the 


Lord require of thee , but to doe 
Juſtly, and to love mercy, and- to 
walk humbly with thy God 2 Like- 


' wiſe of thoſe (bzgiriex 78 wue , 


thoſe) more ſubſtantial and wezgh- 
ty things of God's Law, the negle& 
of which our Saviour objecteth as 

| - 
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an argument of impiety , and a 
cauſe of wo, to thoſe pretending 


Zelots, this is one : Wo unto YOu, Matt, 23+ 23+ 


Scribes and Phariſees, Hypocrites ; 
for ye pay tythe of Mint and Cumin, 
and have omitted the weightier mat- 
ters of the Law, Judgment, Mercy, 
and Faith. The ſum of S. Fohn 
the Baptiſt his inſtruttion - of the 
people is by S. Lake reduced to 


this Point ; The people asked him, Luke 3. 10, 
ſaying, What ſhall we doe 2 He an- 2" 


ſwering, faith unto them, ZZe that 


hath two coats, let him impart to 


him that hath none; and he that 
hath meat , let him doe likewiſe. 
S. James his Syſtem of Religion is 


this; Pure and undefiled Religion Jam, 1. 2 


before God and the Father 1s this , 
to vifit the Fatherleſs and widow in 
their affliction , ( that is, to com- 
fort and relieve all diſtreſſed and 
helpleſs perſons,) and to keep 


hin ſelf unſpotted from the world. 


S. Paul ſeems to be yet more com- 


 pendious and cloſe ; Bear ye (on Gal. 6. 24 
| . 03 2 


— 


Te 
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6: he) one another's burthens, and ſo 
fulfill the Law of Chriſt. Yea , 
God himfelt. compriſeth all the 
ſubſtantial part of Religion here- 
in, when, comparing it with the 
_ circumſtantial part, he faith, 7 
Hoſ. 6.6. will have mercy, and not ſacri- 
fice. WY 
4. It is in like manner . conſi- 
derable, that in the general de: 
{criptions of Piety and Goodneſs, 
the practice of theſe Duties -is ſpe- 
cified , as a grand ingredient of 
them. In this Pſalm, where ſuch 
a deſcription 1s intended , it-1s al- 
molt the onely particular inſtance; 
and it is not onely mentioned, but 
reiterated in divers forms. of ex- 
preſſion. In the 37. Pſalm it is 
Plalm 37.21, affirmed, and repeated , that 7he 
26 righteous (heweth mercy ; he ſhew- 
eth mercy, and giveth ; he ſheweth 

The righte- 
ous giveth, \ercy , and lendeth. In the Pro- 
and ſpareth verbs, *tis a commendation of the 
not. £/9%% vertuous woman, whoſe price is far 
Proye 31. 2b, above rubies, that She ftretcheth 
out 


—_—__—— 
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out her hand to the poor , yea ſtret- 
cheth forth both her hands to the 
needy. And in Ezekiel ( which 


is eſpecially remarkable ) the 


18. Chapter, where the principal 
things conſtituting a pious man 
are, more then once, profeſiedly 


|| enumerated , this among a very 


tew other particulars is expreſſed , 
and taketh up much room in the 
accompt ; of ſuch a perſon (who 
ſhall ſurely live, and not die, that 
is, who certainly ſhall abide in 
God's favour, and enjoy the happy 
conſequences thereof) it is ſuppo- 


any, nor hath withholden the pledge, 
r hath ſpoiled by violence ; but 
hath given his bread to the hungry, 
and hath covered the naked with a 
garment, aud hath taken off his 
hand: from the poor. | 

5. Alſo in the particular Hiſto- 
ries of good men this ſort of pra- 
Qice is ſpecially taken-notice of , 
and expreſſed in _ I 
( : NN 


| ſed, that he neither hath oppreſſed Ezck. 18. 7, 


I6. 


i 
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| mw 2. In the ſtory of our Father Alra- 


ham , his benignity to ſtrangers, 
and hoſpitableneſs , .is remarkable: 
among all his deeds of goodnefs., 
being propounded to us as. a pat: 
tern and encouragement to the 


like pra&tice. In this the Conſci- 


ence of Fos did ſolace it ſelf, as in 


a ſolid aſſurance of his integrity : 


Job 29. 12, 1 delivered the poor that cried, and 


the fatherleſs, and him that had 
none to help him. The bleſſing of 
him that was ready to periſh came 
upon me, and 1 cauſed the widows 
heart to fing. I was eyes to the 
blind, and feet I was to the lame; 


Job 30. 25 7 was a father to the poor. Did not 


T weep for him that was in trouble ? 
was uot my ſoul grieved for the poor? 
Hence alſo did the good Publican 


_ recommend himſelf to the favour 


and approbation of our. Saviour, 


Luke 19. 8,9. ſaying, Behold, Lord, half of my 


goods I give to the poor « hence 
did ſatvation come to his houſe ; 
hence he is proclaimed a ſon. of 
{0 Abraham. 


Ro rr 


: dbroham. Of Dorcas, that good | 
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woman, who was ſo gracious and 
precious among the Diſciples, thus 
s the commendation and charac- 
ter; She was full of good works, AS 9. 3% 
and alms-deeds which ſhe did +: ſuch 
practice made her capable of that 


| tavour, ſo great and extraordinga- 


ry, the being reſtored to like; ar 
feaſt in S. C hryſoſtomts judgment : *H + dame» 
The force of her alms, ſaith he, did 9 vac 


610x108 
conquer the tyranny of death. Cor- erdennl 


xlius alſo, that excellent perſon , es"! 


who was, though a Gentile, fo ac+ Ge. orat.g5. 
ceptable to God, and had ſo extra- 


; | ordinary graces conferred on him , 


is thus repreſented ; Ze was a de- a8 ro. 2. 


* | vour man, and one that feared God, 


with all his houſe, who gave much 
alms to the people, ond prod to 
God alway. We may add, that to 
be hoſpitable ( one branch of theſe 
duties, and inferring the reſt ) is 
reckoned a qualification of thoſe 1 Tim. 3. 2; 
who are to be the Guides and Pat» 7% t- #- 
terns 'of goodneſs unto others. 
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x1 Tim. 5. 10» 


' waſhed the ſaints feet ; if ſhe have 


- wonder ; for it often expreſly de- 


. of God's Law, as the beſt exprel- 
* ſion of all our duty toward God, 


- plaineſt ſigns : for whereas all Cha: 
rity doth conſiſt either in- mental 


And particularly, one fit to be 
promoted - to a widow's office in 
the Church is thus deſcribed : wel 
reported of for good works ; if fhe 
have brought up children ; if ſhe 
have lodged ſtrangers ; if ſhe have 


relieved the afflicted; if ſhe have 
diligently followed every good work. 

6. So near to the heart of Piety 
doth the Holy Scripture lay the 
practice of theſe Duties : and no 


clares Charity to be the fulfilling 


(of faith in him , love and reve- 
rence. of him, ) and as either for: 
mally containing, or naturally pro- 
ducing all our. duty toward our 
Neighbour... And of Charity , 
works of Bounty and Mercy are 
both the chief inſtances, and the 


deſire, or in verbal fignification, 
"= AE = 


IVE 
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or in effeftual performance of good 
to our Neighbour ; | this laſt is the 
end, the completion, and: the-aſ- 
ſurance of the reſt.; Good will is *Enimar d- 


: | "OE namic 0 Tags 
indeed the root of ' Charity ; but S. Grp 


. | neceſſary uſes, that they be not un- 


that jlies under-ground, and out'of Ny. in 
ſight ; nor can we conclude its be- #tt- 5 7- 
ing or life without viſible fruits of 


| beneficence. Good -words are at 


beſt but fair leaves thereof, ſuch 
as may. (and too often” do:)' pro- 
ceed from. a weak and barren dif- 


. | poſition of mind. But: thefe good 
g | works are. real fruits, (10 S. Paul 


calls them ; Let oars alſo, ſaith he, Tir. 3. 14. 
learn to maintain good works for Phil _ : 
fruitful) which declare a true lite, 

and a good ſtrength of charity in 

the bearer of them : by them #2 2 Cor. 8. 8. 
wow * yan, the ſincerity (or 
genuineneſs ) of or charity is pro- 

ved. For as no man ever doth 

impreſs a falſe ſtamp on the fineſt 

metall ; fo coſtly charity is ſeldom 
counterfeit. It is to decline ſpen- 
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x John 3.18. 


ding their goods, or their pains, 
that men forge and feign ; preten- 
ding to make up in withing well; 
the defect of doing ſo, and paying 
words in ſtead of things : But he 
that freely imparts what he hath, 
Or can tor his Neighbours 
good, needs no other argument to 
Evince that he loves in good ear: 
neſt, nor can indeed well uſe any 
other : for words, if actions are 
wanting , ſeem abuſive; and if ac- 
tions are preſent , they are ſuper: 
fluous. Wherefore 5.: Fohn tlius 
adviſes; My /ittle children, let w 
wot love in word, or in tongue, 
(aN ty) but in work and in 
zruth, To love in work, and to 
Jove in zruth , he ſignifies to be 
the ſame thing; and to pretend 
love in ſpeech , without praCtiſing 
it in deed, he implies not allows 
ble. And S. James in way of com- 
parifon ſays, that as faith without 
works is dead, ſo love without be- 
neficence is uſeleſs. For, 1f a _ 
FRoer 
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ther 'or fifter be naked, and defti- Jam. 2. 15, 
«| tute of daily food, and one of you 15:"7- 

; ſay unto him, Depart in peace, be 
you warmed and filed, notwithſtan- 


ding ye give them not thoſe things 
wich are needfull te the body , 
what' doth it profit * Even ſo faith 
without works is dead. Cold withes 
of good, working no real benefit 
to our Neighbour, and a faint af- 
fent unto truth, producing no con- 
ſlant obedience to God, are things 
near of kin, and of like value; 


| both of little worth or uſe. Cha- 


rity then being the main point of 
Religion ,, Mercy and Bounty be- 
ing the chief parts of Charity, well 
may theſe duties be placed in ſo 
high a rank, according to the di- 
vine Heraldry of Scripture. - - . 
. 7. To enforce which Obſerva- 
tions, and that we may be farther 
certified about the weight and 
worth of theſe Duties , we may 
conſider , that to the obſervance 
of them: moſt ample and excellent 
C4 re- 


| 
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” than 


Plalm 63. 3, 


2 Cor. 9. 7. 


Matt. $. 7. 
Jam. 2. 13+ 


Matt. 6, 14» 


rewards are aſſigned ; that in re- 
turn for what we-beſtow on our 
poor brethren, God hath promiſed 
all forts of the beſt mercies and 
bleſſings to us. The beſt- of all 
good things, ( that which in Da: 
vid's opinion was better then. life 
it ſelf, ) the fountain of all bleſ. 
ſings ( God's love and: favour, or 
mercy) 1s procured thereby, os is 
annexed to it. For, God loveth a 
chearfull grver, ſaith S. Paul; and, 
The mercifull ſhall obtain mercy, 
faith our Saviour ; and, Mercy re- 
Joyceth againſt judgment , ( or 
boaſteth, and trumpheth over it ; 
ZA;G. xamerxdzuy 4TH x2 40tw; * that 
1s, it appeaſeth God's wrath, and 
prevents our condemnation and 
puniſhment, faith S. Fames; God 
will not continue diſpleaſed with 
him, nor will withhold his mercy 
from him, who is kind and merci- 
full to his Neighbour. Tis. true, 
i rightly underſtood , what the 
Hebrew Wile man faith, ow 
will 
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will quench a flaming fire, and alms Fcclus. 3.39. 
maketh an atonement of fins. For ® _ fn 
this practice- hath the nature and ;,9,; ui 
name of a' Sacrifice, and is decla- tian. Ambr, 
red, as ſuch, both in excellency on” pt: 1 
and efficacy. to ſurpaſs all other ?/alm. 133- 
Sacrifices ;. to be moſt acceptable 

to God, moſt available for expia- 

tion of guilt, moſt effeCtual in ob- 

taining mercy and favour. Other Chryſ.7om.s. 
Sacrifices performed in obedience © 55 
to. God's appointment ( on virtue 

of our Lord's perfe& obedience , 

and with regard to his pure Sacri- 

fice of himſelf) did in their way 
propitiate God, and atone fin; but 

this hath an intrinſick worth, and 

2 natural aptitude to thoſe pur- 

poſes. Other Oblations did figni- 

iy a willingneſs to render a due 

homage to God ; this really and 
immediately performs it. They 

were ſhadows or images well re- 

ſembling that duty, { parting with 

any thing we have for the take of 

God, and for purchaſing his fa- 

| Vour, ) 


Phil. 4- 18. 


Heb. 13+ 16. 


vour,) whereof this is the -body 
and ſubſtance. This 1s therefore 
preferr'd as in it felf excelling the 
reſt, and more eſtimable in» God's 
fight ; ſo that -in comparifon. or 
competition therewith , the other 
ſeem to be flighted 'and rejeted, 
7 will (faith God) have. mercy , 
and not ſacrifice : and, Will the 
Lord be pleaſed with thouſands of 
rams, or with ten thouſands of r1- 
vers of oyl 2 ' Will he? that is, he 
will not be pleaſed with ſuch facri- 
fices, if they be abſtracted from the 
more delighttull facrifices of boun- 
ty and mercy. God never made 
an exception againft theſe, or de- 
rogated from them in any caſe; 
they abſolutely and perpetually are 
(as S. Paul ſpeaketh ) Odours of a 
ſweet ſmell , ſacrifices acceptable 
and welLpleafing to God. And the 
Apoſtle to the Zebrews ſeconds 
him : Zo doe good, faith he, and 
fo communicate , forget not ; for 


with ſuch ſacrifices God is well plea- 
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fed. By theſe, all other works 

and all enjoyments are ſanctified ; 

for, Give alms (ſaith our Lord ) Luke 11, 41. 
of what | you have, and behold all 

things qre \ pure unto you. Such 
charitable perſons are therefore 
frequently -pronounced bleſfed- , 

that is in effect inflated in a con- 
fluence of all good things. Blef* pram 41. r. 
ſed is he that confidereth the poor, 

fays the Pfalmiſt ; and, '/Je that Prov. 22. g. 
hath a bountifull eye ,"is bleſſed 

faith So/omon; and, Ze that hath Prov. 14.21. 
mercy on the poor, happy is he, on 
fith the Wit man «4 and , 

Bleſſed are the mercifall, ſaith our Mart. s. 7. 
Lord himſelf. So in groſs and ge- 

nerally. Particularly alſo, and in 

retail, the greateſt bleſſings are ex- 

preſly allotted to this practice : 
proſperity in all our affairs is pro- 

miſed thereto. Thou ( faith Mo- Deur. 15. 10. 
ſes) ſhalt ſurely give thy poor bro- 

ther, and thine heart flo ] not be 

grieved that thou giveſt unto him ; 

becauſe that for this thing the Lord 

thy 
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Pal. 4r. I, 
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E 


Prov. 28. 27» 


thy God ſhall Bleſs thee in all thy 
works, and in all that thou \putteſt 


thine hand unto. Stability m a | 


good condition 1s ordinarily conſe- || 
quent thereon : ſo the Prophet Da- || 
ie] implies, when, adviſing King || | 
Nebuchadnezzar to theſe works, he || | 
adds, If it may be a lengthening || 
of thy tranquillity. Deliverance || 
trom evil incumbent, prote&tion || 
in imminent danger, and ſupport 
in afflictions, are the ſure rewards 
thereof: ſo the P/almiſt affures us; 
Bleſſed (faith he) # he that confti- 
dereth the poor : The Lord will 
deliver him in time of trouble. 
The Lord will preſerve him and 
neep him alive, and he ſhall be bleſ- 


fed upon earth ; and thou wilt not 


deliver him into the will of his ene- 
mies. The Lord will ſtrengthen 
him upon the bed of de 4 
thou wilt make all his bed in bs 
ſickneſs. Security from all want 
is likewiſe a recompence proper 
thereto : for, Ze that giveth to 
the 
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the poor ſhall not lack, faith the 1. $8. 10, 
Wiſe man. JF thou draw out thy "> 12: 
foul to the hungry, and. ſatisfy the 

affliftted foul, a ſhall thy light 

riſe in obſcurity, &c. Thriving in 

wealth and eſtate is another ſpecial 

reward : for, The liberal ſoul ſhall prov. 11. 25 
be made fat ; the fame Authour 

gives us his word for it. Even of 

the good things here below, to 

thoſe who for his ſake in this or 

any other way do /ef. go houſes or Matt. 19. 29. 
lands, our Lord pronuſeth the re- 

turn of a hwndred-fold', either in 

kind, or in value. So great en- 
couragements are annexed to this 

practice even in relation to the con- 

cernments of this . tranſitory 'lite : 

but to them beſide God hath deſti- 

nated rewards incomparably. more 

s | conſiderable and precious, fpiritual 
3 | and eternal rewards, treaſures: of 
5 | heavenly wealth, crowns of end- 
t f {is glory, the pertedtion of joy 
, 
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and bliſs to. be diſpenſed at the re- Fake 14: 14- 


Matt. 19. 29» 


furreftion of the juſt. He that for Mark 10. 29, 
NY. my 30: 
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ſhall receive a hundred-fold now at 
this time, (or in this preſent lite, ) 
and in the world to come ſhall inhe- 
rit everlaſting. life : ſo infallible 
| Truth hath aſſured us. _ who 
FY perform theſe duties are - faid to 
| * Luke 12. 33- make themſelves bags, which wax 
| wot old, a treaſure that faileth not 
| Luke 16.9. . in the heavens; to make themſelves 
friends of the unrighteous mammon, 
who, when they fail, (when they 
depart , and leave their earthly 
wealth,) wif{ recerve them into 
1 Tim. 6, 19. everlaſting habitations.; to lay up 
in ſtore for themſelves a good foun- 
dation againſt the time to come , 
that they may lay hold on eternal 
life : Such rewards are promiſed 
to the obſervers. 

8. And correſpondently grievous 
puniſhments are deſigned 'and de: 
nounced to the tranſgreſſours of 
theſe Duties ; the worlt of miſe- 
ries 1s their portion and. doom 
they, for being ſuch, do forteit 

God's 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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God's loye and favour ; they loſe his 

bleſſing and proteCtion ; they can 

have no ſure poſſeſſion, nor any 
comfortable enjoyment of their e- 

ſtate ; for, Ze (ſaith S. James ) Jam. 2. 13. 

ſhall have judgment without mercy , 

who ſheweth'no mercy. And of ſuch 

a perſon it is faid in Fob, That which Job 20. 18, 
he Iaboureth for he ſhall reſtore, and '** 

ſhall not ſwallow it down : according 

to his ſubſtance ſhall the reſtitution 

be, and he ſhall not rejoyce therein; 

becauſe he hath oppreſſed, and forſa- 

ken the poor. ( Not onely becauſe 

he hath unjuſtly oppreſſed, but be 

cauſe he hath uncharitably forſaken 

the poor.) If by the Divine forbea- 

rance ſuch perſons do ſeem to en- 

joy a fair portion in this life, ( pro- Pal. 17. 14s 

ſpering in the world, and increaſing Pal 73: 12e 
in riches,) they will find a fad rec- 

koning behind in the other world : 

this will be the reſult of that Au- 

dit; Wo be unto you, rich men, for Luke 6. 24- 
you have received your conſolation z 

( ſuch, rich men are meant, _ 
7 ave 
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have got, or kept, or. uſed their 

wealth baſely ; who have:detained 

all the: confolation 4t-:yields to 
themſelves, 'and imparted none to 

Luke 16. 25 others ;) and, Remember, ſon, thou 
didft recerve thy good things in this 

life; (ſo didſt receive'them , as to 

ſwallow \them , and fpend them 

here, without any proviſion or re: 

gard for. the future in the uſe of 

Matt. 25. 30. them;) and, Caſt that unprofitable 
ſervant. ( who made no good uſe 

of his Talent) into utter darkneſs, 

Luke 12. 21. Such will be: the fate of every one 
that treaſures up to himſelf, and.is 

not rich. anto God ; not rich in Pie 

ty and Charity, not rich in perfor: 


_- Bounty and Mercy. 

-- +, 9. It.is indeed moſt. confidera- 
ble, that -at the final reckoning , 
when / all. mens actions ſhall be 
ſtrictly. ſcann'd, and juſtly ſenten- 

. ced according to their true deſert; 

a _ regard will be had to the 
diſcharge. or neglect. of theſe Du- 
Sn | LES. 


ming for | God's fake works of 


Chriſt in his 
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ties It is the bountifull and mer- 
citull perſons, who have relieved 
poor members and 
brethren, who in that day will ap- 
pear to be the theep at the right 


hand , and ſhall hear the good - 


Shepherd's voide uttering thoſe 


—_— 


joytull words, Come, .ye bleſſed of Matt. 25. 34» 


my Father, enter into the K _ Oc 


prepared for you from the foundation 
of the world : for 1 was an hungred, 
and ye gave me meat; 1 was thirſty, 
and ye gave me drink; 1 was a 
ſtranger , and ye took me in; I was 
naked, and ye cloathed me; 1 was 
fick, and ye viſited me ; 1 was in 
priſon, and ye came unto me. He 
doth not fay , Becauſe you [have 
made goodly profeſſions , becauſe 
you have 'been Orthodox in your 
opinions , becauſe you have -fre- 


quented religious Exerciſes, (have | 


payed often and long, have kept 
many Faſts, and heard many Ser- 
mons,) becauſe you have been 
ſtaunch in your converſations, be- 

D cauſe 
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Athanaſius 
Tom. 2. 


— 


cauſe you have been punctual in 
your Fr Som , becauſe you have 
maintained a ſpecious guiſe of pie- 
ty, ſobriety., and juſtice ; ( al. 
though, indeed, he that will come 
off well at that great Trial, muſt 
be reſponſible, and able to yield a 
good accompt in reſpect to all thoſe 
particulars; ) but, Becauſe you hawe 
been charitably benign and helpfull 
to. perſons in need and diſtreſs, 
therefore bleſſed are you, therefore 
enter into the Kingdom of glorious 
bliſs prepared for ſuch perſons. This 
proceeding more then intimates, 
that in the judgment of our Lord 
no ſort of vertue or good practice 
is to be preferred before that of 
charitable bounty ; or rather that, 
41n his eſteem, none is equal there- 
to : ſo that if the queſtion were 
put to him, which is one of them 
to Antiochus , (.in Athanaſus hs 
works,) Which is the moſt emi- 
nent Vertue ? our Lord would re- 
ſolve it no otherwiſe then is done 

by 
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nſ by that Father ,- afhirming , that 
Mercitulneſs is the Queen of Ver- 


e-  tues; for that, at the final ac- 
L | compt , the examination. chiefly 
e | proceeds upon: that ; it is made 
it Y the ſpecial Touchſtone of Piety , 
a | and the peculiar ground of Happi- 
e | neſs. On the other ſide, thoſe who 
& | have been deficient in theſe per- 
i formances ( uncharitable and un- : 
> | mercifull perſons) wall at the laſt 
ef Trial appear to be the wretched 
5 | Goats on the left hand, unto whom 
is | this uncomfortable ſpeech ſhall by 
3, | the great Judge be pronounced , 
dl Depart from me, ye curſed, into Matt, 25.41, | 
x | everlaſting fire, prepared for the Oc: ; 
of | Devil and his Angels : for { was 
| hungry, and ye gave me no meat ; 
&f| 7 was thirſty, and ye gave me no 
efl drink; 7 was a ſtranger, and ye took 
mf me not in; naked, and ye cloathed 
sf me not ; fick and in priſon, and ye 
i- vifted me not. Tt is not, we may 
e-f| ſee, for having done that which in 
this world is called rapine or wrong, 
D 2 for 
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09% #n Inp- for having pillaged or couzened 
-gov, 8d" their Neighbour , for having com- 


072 TEOUNNNge __ + 
wy, 6 eater» ANTE Adultery or Murther , or 


xeon, 3 any other thing prohibited , that 
Ras 7 * of theſe unhappy men are aid to be 


Lp : 
jg. 4 formerly impeached , and finall 


ov, Twrw condemned to that miſerable 


lu TE 


7 2xe:5;y. doom ; but for having been un- 


7s, a in kind and unmercitull to their poor 


wh Xe brethren : this, at that high Tribu- 
18, of Jer ; - | 

wor :34- Dal, will paſs for a moſt enormous 
eerwrz79. crime, for the capital offence ; for 
Greg. NaZs 
Orat. I6, 


this it 1s that they ſhall be curſed, 
and caſt down into a wretched con- 
ſortſhip with thoſe malicious and 


mercileſs Fiends, unto whoſe dif- 


poſition they did ſo nearly ap- 
proach. 

Thus it appears how mighty a 
ſtreſs God 'in the. holy Scripture 
doth lay upon theſe Duties, fo pe- 
remptorily commanding them, ſo 
vehemently preſſing them, ſo high- 
ly commending them, ſo graciouf- 
ly by promiſes alluring us to the 
performance , ſo greadfully by 
threat- 
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threatnings deterring us from the 
negle&t of them. What an affront 
then will it be to God's Authority, 
what a diſtruſt to his Word, what 
a contempt of his Power, his Ju- 
ſtice, his Wiſedom, what a de- 
ſpight to his Goodneſs and Mer- 
cy, if, notwithſtanding all theſe 
Declarations of his will and pur- 
poſes, we thall preſume to be un- 
charitable in this kind 2 There are 
alſo Conſiderations ( very many, . 
very clear, and very ſtrong) which 
diſcover the great reaſonableneſs 
and equity of theſe Laws, with 
our indiſpenſable oblgation to o- 
bey them ; the which-indeed with 
greater force do exact theſe duties 
trom us, and do more earneſtl 
plead in- the poor; man's behalf , 
then he can beg or cry. If we ei- 
ther look up unto God, or down 
upon our poor Neighbour, if we 
reflect upon» our ſelves, or conſi- 
der our wealth it ſelf, every-where 
we may diſcern various reaſons 
D 3 ob- 
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obliging us, and various motives 
inducing us to the pra&tice of | 
theſe Duties. 

In regard to God. 


1. We may conſider, that by 


Diſcourſe. exerciſing of Bounty and Mercy , 


we are kind and courteous to God 
himſelf ; by: negleting thoſe du- 
ties, we are unkind and rude to 
him:: for that what of good or e 
vil is by us done to the poor, God 
I and accepts as done to 
himſelf. 'The poor have a peculiar 
relation to God ; he openly and 
frequently profeiſeth himſelt their 
eſpecial Friend, ' Patron, and Pro- 
tectour ; he 1s. much concerned in, 
and particularly chargeth his Pro- 
vidence with their ſupport. In ef 
tect therefore they 1hall ſurely be 
provided for, one way or other; 
(The poor ſhall eat and be ſatisfied; 
God will ſave the afflicted people; 
The Lord preſerveth the flrangers, 

| he 
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he relieveth the fatherleſs and wi- 


Blow. When the poor and needy If. 41. 17. 


ſeek water, and there 1s none, and 
their tongue faileth for thirſt, 1 the 
Lord will hear them, I the God of 
Iſrael will not forſake them :) But 
out of goodneſs to us, he chulſeth, 
(if it may be, we freely. concur- 
ring therein,) and beſt"hketh, that 
it ſhould be done by our hands ; 
this conducing no leſs to our be-, 
nefit , then to theirs ; we thereby 
having opportunity to-ſhew our 
reſpect to himſelf, and to lay an 
engagement on him to doe us good. 
God therefore lendeth the poor. 
man his own Name, and alloweth 
him to crave our ſuccour for his 
fake. (When the poor man asketh 
us in God's name, or for God's 
ake, he doth not uſurp or forge, 
he hath good authority, and a true 
ground tor doing ſo : ) God gives 
him credit from himſelt unto us 


| for what he wants, and bids us - 


charge what he receiveth on his 
D 4 own 
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own accompt ; permitting us to 
reckon him obliged thereby, and 
to write him our debtour ; enga- 
ging his own word and reputation 
duly to repay, fully to ſatisfy us. 
Prov. 19,17. Ze that hath pity on the poor, len- 
deth to the Lord ; and that which 
he hath given, will he pay him a- 
gain, ſaith*the Wiſe man : and, 
Matt. 25-40, D[naſmuch as ye have done it to the 
6 leaſt of my * alan , ye have done 
it unto me, faith our Saviour : and, 
Heb. 6. 10. God 15 not unrighteous to forget your 


x 


have ſhewed toward his Name, in 
that ye have miniſtred to the Saints, 
and do miniſter, ſaith the Apoſtle, 
What therefore we give to the 
. poor , God accepteth as an . ex- 
_ of kindneſs to himſelf, 

ing given to one of his friends 
and clients, in reſpect to him ; he 
regards it as a teſtimony of friend- 
ly confidence in him , ſignifying 
that we have a good opinion of 
him , that we take him for wy 
an 


work and labour of love, which ye 
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and willing to requite a good turn, 
that we dare take his word, and 
think our goods fate enough in his 
cuſtody. But if we ſtop our ears, 
or ſhut our hands from the poor, 
God interprets it as a harſh re- 
pulſe, and an hainous affront put 
upon himſelf : we doing it to one 
who bears his Name, and wears 
his Livery, (for the poor man's 
rags are badges of his relation unto 
God,) he thereby judges, that we 
have little good will, little reſpect, 
little compaſſion toward himſelf : 
ſince we vouchſate not to grant 
him ſo mean a favour, ſince we 
refuſe at his requeſt, and (as it 
were) in his need, to accommo- 
date him with a ſmall ſum , he 


juſtly reputes it as an argument of 


unkindly diffidence in him , that 
we have ſorry thoughts of -him , 
deeming him no good Correſpon- 
dent, little valuing his word, ſuſ- 
pecting his goodneſs, his truth, or 
his ſuificiency. 

2. We 
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Eccles. 6. I 9» 
6. 2, 


2. We by practiſing thoſe Du. 
ties are juſt, by omitting them are 


_ very unjuſt toward God. For our 


goods, our wealth, and our eſtate, 
are indeed none of them ſimply or 


properly our own, ſo that we have 


an abſolute property in them, 'or 
an entire diſpoſal of them : no, 
we are utterly incapable of ſuch a 
right unto them, or power over 
them : God neceſſarily is the true 
and abſolute Proprietary of them. 
They are called the gifts of God; 
but we muſt not underſtand that 
God, by giving them to us, hath 
parted with his own right to them : 
they are depoſited with us in truſt, 
not alienated from him ; they are 
committed to us as Stewards, not 
transferred upon us as Maſters : 
they are ſo ours, that we have no 
authority to uſe them according to 
our will or fancy, but are obliged 
to manage them according to God's 


_ direction and order. He by right 


immutable is Lord paramount of 
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all his Creation ; every thing un- 
alienably belongs to him upon ma- 
ny accompts. He out of nothing 
made all things at firſt, and to 
every Creature through each mo- 
ment a new being 1s conterr'd by 
his preſervative influence : orig1- 
nally therefore he is Lord of all 
things, and continually a new t1- 
tle of Dominion over every thing 
ſpringeth up unto him : it is his 
always, becauſe he always ma- 
keth it. We our ſelves are na- 
turally meer Slaves and Vaſlals to 
him : as we can never te our 


own, ( Maſters of our 'ſelves, of 


our lives, of our liberties, ) fo can- 
not we ever properly be owners 
of any thing ; there are no poſli- 
ble means by which we can ac- 
quire any abſolute title to the 
leaſt mite ; the principal right to 
'what we ſeem to get, according 
to all Law and Reafon, accrueth 
to our Maſter. All things about 
, us, by which we live, with which 
we 
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Plalm 24. 1- we work and trade, the Eart 
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which ſupports and feeds us, and 
furniſheth us with all commod:- 
ties, the Air we breathe, the Sun 
and Stars which cheriſh our lite, 
are all of them his, his Producti- 
ons, and his Poſlefſions, ſubſiſting 
by his pleaſure , ſubject to his dit- 
poſal. How then can any thing 
be ours? How can we fay with 
the fooliſh Churl Nadal, Shall I 
take my bread, and my water, and 
my fleſh, and give it > Thine? O 
inconſiderate man ! How cam'ſt 


Sed ais, Quid thou by it > how doſt thou. hold 


znjuſtum eſt , 
fr: cum aliena 


it 2 Didſt thou make it ? or doſt 


non invadam, thou pr eſerve it2 Canſt thou claim 


propria dili- 
gentius ſer- 
vem 2 O im- 
pudens dic- 
tum ! propria 
dicis ? que ? 


ex quibus re- lenge any thing to thy ſelf from 
Chance 2 No, tor there 1s no ſuch' 
thing as Chance, all things being 
guided and governed by God's Pro- 
vidence. 


conditis in 
hunc mundum 
deruliſt: 2 
Ambroſ. 


any thing by Nature 2 No, thou 
broughteit nothing with thee into 
the world, thou didſ{t not bring 
thy ſelf hither. Canſt thou chal- 


In- 
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Induſtry can entitle thee to any 
thing ? Thou art miſtaken, for all 
the wit and ſtrength thou appli- 
eſt, the head thou contriveſt with, 
and the hands thou workeſt with, 
are God's ; all the ſucceſs thou 
findeſt did wholly depend on him, 
was altogether derived from him ; 
all thy projects were vain, all thy 
abours would be fruitleſs, did not 
he aſſiſt and bleſs thee. Thou doſt 
vainly and falſly /ift up thine heart, Deut. 8. 13, 
and forget the Lord thy God, when- '* 7 _ 
as thy herds and flocks multiply , 
and thy fikver and gold is multi- 
plied, and all that thou haſt is mul- 
tiplied ; if thou ſayeſt in thy heart, 
My =” and the might of my 
hand hath gotten me this wealth. 
But thou muſt remember the Lord 
. God, for it i he that giveth 
thee power to get wealth, [ —Who 
am 1, (faith Dawzd) and what is 
my" people, that we ſhould be able 
to offer ſo willingly after this ſort 2 
Þ| for all things come of thee; and of 


thine 
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—— 


thine own have we given thee , 
I Chron. 29. 14. ] Since then upon 
all ſcores every thing we have doth 


Aliena rapere appertain to God, he may without 


convince » any injury recall or reſume whate- 
Aerie ſbi ver he pleaſeth ; and while he kt- 
retinere pro- teth any thing abide with us, we 
barre  - cannot juſlly uſe it otherwiſe then 

he hath appointed , we cannot du- 
Quicquid De- [y apply 1t otherwiſe then to his 
#s plaſquam 1ntereſt and ſervice. God then ha- 
91s eſt ded®” 1,ing enjoyned,, that after we have 


rit, non nobis a 
ſpecialiter de- ſatisfied our neceſſities, and ſuppli- 


arr, ſed Pr ed our reaſonable occaſions, we [| 


lis ero- 
zandum tranſ. ſhould employ the reſt to the re 


miſit; quod ſt Jief of our poor Neighbours ; that 


non dederi- : 
mes alie. * if we have two coats, (one more 


nas invaſi> then we need) we ſhould impart 
—_ 94 one to him that hath none ; if we 
de Tem. have meat abundant, that we /ike- 


Pho. wife communicate to him that 
mo dicat quod Wants it : God by the poor man's 


_— voice ( or by his need and miſery) 

uf- . . 
F-+ ſony demanding his own from us, we 
violenter ob= are very unjuſt if we preſume to 


rent ef» withho[d it ; doubly unjuſt we h- 


i 


| 


* 'Tis the hungry man's bread 
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both toward God, and toward our 
Neighbour : we are untaithfull Ste- =9 5 is vn- 
wards ,, miſapplying the goods of #89975» < 
our Maſter , and croſſing his or- = Wit, 
der : we are wrongfull Uſurpers, 74x ie . 
dtaining from. our Neighbour that [6 
which God hath allotted him : we Ba. M. 

are in the Court of Conſcience , 

we ſhall appear at the Bar of God's 

Judgment no better then Robbers, 

(-under vizards of legal right and 
polleſſion) ſpoiling our poor Bro- 

ther of his goods; his, I fay, by 


J the very ſame title as any thing 


can be ours , by the free donation 
of God, fully and frequently ex- 
prefied, as we have ſeen, in his 
holy Word. ( He cannot take it 
away by violence or ſurreption a- 
gainſt our will, but we are bound * wytrum eff 


willingly to yield it up to him : (paperes 


4 6 . - t 
to doe that, were diſorder in him : id effi 


to refuſe this, is wrong 1n us. ) !#s; mbis cru- 
deliter ſub- 


which we hoard up in our barns, inaniter ex- 


Ip ; : penditur. 
*tis his meat on which we glat , Jr Ep. 42. 


, | and 


trahitur, quod © 
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and his drink which we guzzk, 
'Tis the naked man's apparel which 


we ſhut up in our preſſes, or which 


we: exorbitantly ruffle and flaunt 
in : *tis the needy perſon's gold and 
ſilver which we cloſely hide in our 
cheſts, or ſpend idly, or put out 
to uſeleſs uſe. We are in thus hol 
ding, or thus ſpending, truly z\«- 
VEX TU , not onely covetous , but 
wrongfull, or havers of more 
then our own, againſt the will of 
the right owners ; plainly viols 


Prov. 3. 27- ting that precept of Solomon, With: | 


hold not good from them to whom it 
is due, when it is in the power of 
Onne quod thy hand to doe it. It we are am- 
_ -_ bitious of having a property 1n 
eft; mals ſomewhat, or atie&t to call any 
_ > thing our own, *tis onely by no- 
et, quz male CEL l 
atitur. bly giving that we can accompliſh 
Auguſt. our deſire ; that will certainly ap- 
> 54 propriate our goods to our uſe and 
benefit : but itrom baſely keeping, 
or vainly embezelling them , they 
become not our poſleiſion- and en- 
Joyment, 
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joyment, but our theft and our 


bane. ( Theſe things, ſpoken after 


Þ the holy Fathers, wiſe InſtruCtors 


in matters of Piety, are to be un- 
derſtood with reaſonable tempera- 
ment , and practiſed with honeſt 
prudence. I cannot ſtand to dil- 
cuſs caſes, and remove ſcruples ; 
a pious Charity will eaſily ditcern 
its due limits and meaſures, both 
declining perplexity, and not eva- 
ding duty. The ſum 1s, that ju- 
ſtice towards God and man obli- 
geth us, not to ſuffer our poor 
Brother to periſh, or pine away for 
want, when we ſurfeit and ſwim in 
plenty, or not to ſee him lack ne- 
ceſfaries, when we are well able to 
relieve him. ) 

3- Shewing Bounty and Mercy 
are the moſt proper and the prin- 
cipal expreſſions of our gratitude 
unto God ; fo that in omitting 
them, we are not onely very un- 
juſt, but highly ingratetull. Innu- 
merable are the benefits, favours 
E and 
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Plal: 68. I9. 
Plalm 103. 4+ 


— 


and mercies, (both common and 
private,) which God hath beſtow. 
ed on us, and doth continually be- 
ſtow : he inceſſantly ſhowrs down 
blefſings on our heads ; he daily 
loadeth us with his benefits ; he 
perpetually crowneth us with hb. 


ving-kindneſs and tender mercies ; 


all that we are, all that we have, 
all that we can hope for of good, 
is alone from his free bounty : our 
beings and lives, with all the con- 


veniences and comforts of them, 


we entirely owe to him as to our 
Maker, our Preſerver, our conſtant 
BenefaCtor : all the excellent pri: 


 vileges we enjoy, and all the glo- 


Plal. 116, 12+ 


rious hopes we have as Chriſtians, 
we alfo ſtand indebted for purely 
to his undeſerved mercy and grace, 
And, What ſhall we render anti 
the Lord for all his benefits towards 
us 2 Shall we render him nothing? 
ſhall we refuſe him any thing? 
ſhall we boggle at making returns 
ſo inconſiderable , in regard - 

| what 
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d | what he hath done for us 2 What 
- Þ is 4 little Gold, or Silver, or Braſs 
-- ©, perhaps, which our poor Neigh- 
n | bour craveth of us, in compariſon 
ly Þ to our life, our health, our reafon, 
e || to all accommodations of our bo- 
o- | dy,* and all endowments of our 
: | mind > What are all the goods in 
>, | the world to the love and favour of 
d, | God, to the pardon of our ſins, to 
ir | the gifts of God's Spirit, to the 
2- | dignity of being the children of 
., | God, and heirs of falvation; to 
ur } the being freed from extream mi- 
nt | ſeries, and made capable of eternal 
| felicity 2 And doth not this unex- 
0- | preſſible goodneſs, do not all thefe 
S, | incitimable benefits require fome 
ly | correſpondent thankfulneſs > Are 
& | we not obliged, ſhall we not be 
t0 | willing to exhibit ſome real teſt- 
4 | mony thereof > And what other 
g? | can we exhibit beſide this? We 
3? | cannot dire&tly or immediately re- 
quite God, for he cannot ſo re- 
ceive any thing from us; he is not 
| E 2 capable 
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capable of being himſelf. enriched 
or exalted, of being any-wile plea- 
ſured or bettered by us, who is in 
himſelf infinitely ſufficient , glori- 
Plalm 16. 2. ous, joytull and happy : Our good: 
Job 22.2. meſs extends not to him; A man 
x cannot be profitable to his Maker. 

All that we can doe in this kind, 

is thus indirectly , in the perſons 

of his poor relations, to gratify 

him, imparting at his deſire, and 

for his ſake, ſomewhat of what he 

hath beſtowed on us, upon them. 

Such a thankfull return we owe 

aisn> unto God, not onely for what he 
F* e: hath given us, but even for the 
mugs Jve- Capacity of giving to'others ; for 
oy iYwe2 that we are in the number of thoſe 


Ms 7 * 
2:55, fo. Who can afford relief, and who 


#&ov. Naz. need not to demand it. Our very 
— 7 M4 

Sor. wealth and proſperous ſtate ſhould 
ow Sear. not ſeem to us fo contemptible 
rw, & Ts things, that we ſhould be unwil 


anvoTEs tj- y- ; 
ro ling to render. ſomewhat back in 


Ge neYiua- pgratefull reſentment for them : the 


5 % EX n- "RC © « = 
hils tis ETt- very act of gVINg 15 It ſelf no 


mean 
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, ſure going with it, ſo much of re- 


DO —_ _ 


of Bounty to the Poor. 69. 


mean benefit ; ( having ſo much gay napi- | 
of honour in it, ſo much of plea- 7448 ciu- 
a;, 4M Gs 
: OS” 85 HUETIERS 
ward following it ; ) we receive 4vos i228 
far more then we return in gi- $7 
ving; for which therefore it is fit Zp. 30. _ 
that we ſhould return our grati- - —_ 
tude, and conſequently that we j:, wary , 
ſhould perform -theſe Duties. For 5 1», wi 


indeed without this praCtice, no n=, Re 
other expreſſion of gratitude can 0rat. 54 
be true in it ſelf, or can be accep- MN enim bv 
mo Deo pre- 
table unto God. We may ſeem Jar benefici- 
abundantly to thank him _ in #m#n bis que 
words ; but a ſparing hand gives $7%, #e 
S'3 paring nand gIVES ney bis ho- 
the lie to the fulleſt mouth : we mini que ac- 
may ſpare our breath, if we keep Qyian, 
back our ſubſtance : for all our 
praiſing God for his goodneſs, and 
bleſſing him with our lips, if we 
will doe nothing for him, if we 
will not part with any thing for 
his fake , appears meer comple- 
ment, 1s in truth plain mockery , 
and vile hypocrily. | 
4. Yea, which we may farther 
| E 3 con- 


The Duty and Reward 


Prov. 21.13, 


Iſa. I. I 5 


conſider, all our devotion ſevered 
from a diſpoſition of practiſing 
theſe Duties, is no leſs fuch ; can- 
not have any true worth in it, 
ſhall not yield any good effe&t 
from it. Our prayers, if we are 
uncharitably diſpoſed , what, are 
they other then demonſtrations of 
egregious impudence and folly } 
For how can we with any face 
preſume to ask any thing from 
God, when we deny him reque- 
ſting a ſmall matter from us? 


How can we with any reaſon ex- [| 


pect any mercy from him, when 
we. vouchſafte not to ſhew any 
mercy for his fake 2 Can we ima- 
Eine, that God will harken unto, 
or mind our petitions, when we 
are deaf to his entreaties, and re 
gardleſs of his deſires? No; Whoſe 


ftoppeth his ears at the cry of the 
poor , he alſo ſhall cry himſelf, but | 


ſhall not be heard. *Tis his decls- 
ration to ſuch bold and unreaſona- 
ble petitioners, When you ſpread 

; 
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forth your hands, I will not hear 

ou; when you make many prayers , 
; I will not hear. No importunity, 

no frequency of prayers will moye 

God in ſuch a caſe ; the needy 

man's cries and complaints will-Jam. s. 4. 
drown their noiſe ; his ſighs and 

groans will obſtru&t their paſſage, 

and ſtop the ears of God againſt Ecclus. 4. 4, 
them. Likewiſe all our ſemblan- 55 

ces of repentance, all our corpo- 

ral abſtinencies and auſterities, if 

2- kind and mercifull diſpoſition 
are wanting , what are they truly 

but preſumptuous dallyings , or 
impertinent triflings with God 2? 

For do we not groſly collude with 

ſn, when we reſtrain the ſenſual 

appetites of the body, but foment » 5 wig/&, 
> || the fouls more unreaſonable de- Tecmniny 
fires > when we curb our wanton 5 ; &c. 
e | fleſh, and give licence to a baſe Chryk Tom's: 
t | fpirit 2 Do we not palpably baffle, "* 55 
when in reſpe& to God we pre- 
tend to deny our ſelves, yet upon 
urgent occaſion allow him no- 
| E 4 thing 2? 
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thing 2 Do we not ſtrangely pre: 
varicate, when we would ſeem to 
appeaſe God's anger, - and purchaſe 
his favour by our- ſubmiſſions, yet 
refuſe to doe that which he de- 
clares moſt pleaſing to him, and 
moſt neceſſary to thoſe purpoſes ? 
It is an ordinary thing for men 
thus to ſerve God, and thus to de- 
OI) mw Jude themſelves ; of have __ ma 
viceue!T%» , zy ( faith S. Baſil ) who bave fa- 
— ted and prayed, and groaned, and 
ms, mas expreſſed all kind of coſtleſs piety, 
— who yet would not part with one 
erdeouvaies, doit to the afflifted. Such a cheap 
oBonwv 9 12 and eaſie piety, which * coſts us 
hn Tepleulces x. f 
ni 3xico. little or nothing, can ſurely not 
__e be worth much; and we mult not ||, 
Luc: 15, 8, Conceit that the All-wiſe God (he 
* 2 Sam. 24. God of knowledge , by whom ations 
Thim » , are weighed, as Anna lang, and, 
Prov. 16. 2 Who weighed the ſpirits allo, as 
the Wile-man faith) will be chea- 
ted therewith, or take it for more 
then its jutt value. No, he hath 
expreſly ſignified , that he hath »of 


choſen 
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choſen ſuch ſervices, nor doth take 1g. 58. 5. 


any pleaſure in them : he hath cal- 


led them vain and impertinent o0b- & 1. 13, 14- 
lations.; not ſweet or acceptable , Mic. 6. 6, 7 
but abominable and troubleſome to J: 5: 29 


him, ſuch as he cannot away with , 
and is weary to bear. *Tis religz- 
ous liberality that doth prove us 
to be ſerious and earnett in other 
religzous performances; which af- 
ſures that we value matters of Pie- 
ty at a conſiderable rate ; which 
gives a ſubſtance and ſolidity to 
our Devotions ; wiuch ſanctifies 
our Faſts, and verifies our Penan- 
ces; which renders our praiſes re- 
al, and our prayers eftectual : fo 


that : theſe being combined , we 


may reaſonably expect acceptance 
and recompence ; and 1n effect to 
hear that - from God , which by 


him was returned to good Corne- At 1. 4: 


lius, Thy prayers and thine alms 
are come up for a memorial before 
God. ps 1 
5. The conſcionable practice of 
theſe 


The Duty and Reward = 


theſe Duties doth _ ſpring 
from thoſe good diſpoſitions of 
mind regarding God, which are 
the original grounds and fountains 
of all true Piety ; and the negle& 
of them iſſueth from thoſe vicious 
diſpoſitions which have a peculiar 
inconſiſtency with Piety , being 
deſtructive thereof. in the very 
foundation and root. Faith in 
God is the fundamental Grace up- 
on which Piety is grounded ; Love 
and Fear of God are the radical 
Principles from which it grows: 
all which as the charitable man, dif- 
covers in his practice, fo they are 
apparently baniſhed from the heart 
of the 1lliberal and unmercifull 
perſon. 

As for Faith, the good man, in 
ſhewing Bounty , exerciſeth the 
chief act thereof; he freely parteth 
with his goods, becauſe he truſteth 
on God's Providence more then 
them ; and believeth God more 
ready to help hum, then any Crea- 
ture 
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ture can do, in his need : becauſe 

he is perſwaded that God is moſt 

e þ good and benign, ſo as never to 

Is Per him to be oppreſſed with 

t | want; becauſe he taketh God to 

s || be juſt and ftaithfull, who having 

r | charged him 7o care for nothing , Matt. 6.25. 
o || but to caſt his care and burthen up- p wma= 
y | » the Lord, having promiſed to. 

n ff care for him, to ſuſtain him, never Val. 55. 22. 
)- 

: 

| 


to /eave or forſake him, having al- Heb 23+ 5- 
ſs engaged himſelf to repay and 
recompenſe him for what he gj- 
veth to his poor Neighbour, will 
- | not fail to make good his word ; 
e | becauſe he thinks God abundant- 
t | ly ſolvent, and himſelf never the 
l | poorer for laying out in his be- 
half ; becauſe, in ſhort, he 1s con- 
t | tent to live in a dependance upon 
? | God, and at his diſpoſal. It 1s 
1 | mentioned by the Apoſtle ta the 
1) Hebrews, as a ſpecial inſtancÞ of a Heb. 10. 34+ 
1 | reſolute and conſtant. faith in the 
: | firſt Chriſtians, that zhey zook joy- 
fully the ſpoiling of their goods , 


How- 
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knowing in themſelves, that they 
had in heaven a better and an en- 
during ſubſtance. He that not for- 
cibly by the violent rapacity of 
others, but voluntarily by his own 
free reſignation for the ſervice of 
God, delivereth them up with the 
ſame alacrity, opinion and .hope, 
thereby demonſtrates the ſame 
faith. But the gripple Wretch , 
'O0 3 mins Who will beſtow nothing on his 
o& 9 % poor Brother for God's ſake,.is 
ES evidently an Infidel, having none 
9% 2g, at all, or yery heatheniſh conceits 
—_— ; of God. He muſt be either a meer 
Li Tm Atheiſt, disbelieving the exiſtence 
TmolNs. of God; or an Epicurean, in his 
Apoſt. 4.4. heart denying God's Providence: 
over humane affairs ; ( for. did he 
conceive God to have any regard 
unto, or any influence over what 
paſſes here, Low could he be afraid 
of wanting upon this ſcore 2 how 
could he repoſe any confidence in 
theſe poſſeſſions 2 how could he 
think himſelf ſecure in ſuch a ne- 
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gle&t or defiance of God?) or he 
muſt be exceedingly prophane , 


entertaining moſt diſhonourable 


and injurious - apprehenfions of 
God. He cannot but imagine 
God very unkind, not onely in 
neglecting men that want his help, 
but in making them to ſuffer tor 
ſpending upon his accompt ; very 
unjuſt, in not repaying what he 
borrows ; very untaithtull, in brea- 
king his word ; very deceittull, in 
gulling us of our things by fair 
promiſes of reſtitution and requi- 
tal : Or he muſt apprehend God 
torgetfull of what we doe, and 
himſelf fays; or that he is needy 
and impotent, not having where- 
with to make fatisfa&tion, not be- 
ing able to make good what he 
pretends. He muſt in his conceit 
debaſe God even beneath the vileſt 
Creatures , thinking a ſenſeleſs 
lump of clay more apt in his need 
to help him, then God can be 
with all his power and care; ſup- 
| | poling 
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poſing his mony fater in his own 
Coffers then in God's hands, and 
that Tron Bars will guard it more 
ſurely then Divine protection ; 
eſteeming his Neighbour's Bond 
for much better ſecurity then God 
Word, and that a mortal Man is 
far more able or more true then 
the Eternal God. He certainly 
cannot think one word true that 
God fays, being loth to truſt him 
for a penny, for a piece of bread, 
or for an old garment. All God 
promiſes of recompence , and] ft 
threatnings of puniſhment , he | 
takes for idle fictions : Heaven ff 0 
and Hell are but .7z0pia's in hi} 
conceit ; the joys of one, offered | 
to the charitable perſon, are but | 0 
pleaſant fancies ; the torments at 
the other , denounced to the un |} bt 
charitable , but fearfull dreams j © 
All other things are but names; W 
Money and Lands are the onelyf C 
ral things unto him : all the = of 
pineſs he can conceive or with 
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is contained in- Bags and Barns ; Habac. 2. g. 


theſe are the ſole points of his 


Faith, and objects of his confi- 
dence. He makes gold his hope , Job 31. 24, 


and ſaith to the fine gold, Thou art %5 
my confidence. He rejoyces becauſe 
by wealth is great, and becauſe his 
band hath gotten much, (as Fob 
ſpeaketh, diſclaiming that practice 
n himſelf, and tacitly charging 
it on the perſons we ſpeak of. ) 
He doth in fine affe& a total in- 
dependency upon God, and cares 
to have no dealing with him ; he 
would truſt to himſelf, and live 
on his own eſtate : ſo groſs infide- 
lity, and horrible prophaneneſs of 
mind, lie couched under this ſort 
of vices. 
As for the love of God, the li- 
beral man declares it, in that for 
God's fake he is willing to part 
with any thing, that he values 
God's love and favour above all 
other goods ; that he deems him- 
klf rich and happy enough in the 
enjoy- 
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enjoyment of God. But, Who 
hath this world's goods, and ſeeth 


his brother have need, and ſhutteth 


up his bowels from him, how. dwel. 
leth-the love of God in him 2 faith 
S. Foha : that is, .1t -1s unpoſlible 
he ſhould. love - God ; *tis a vain 
conceit- to think he does ; *tis a 
frivolous thing for him to pretend 
it. For how poſſibly can he bear 
in his heart any affe&tion. to God, 
who will not tor his. ſake, and at 
his inſtance , part with a littk 


worthleſs traſh, and dirty pelf? | 


who prizes ſo inconſiderable mat- 
ters beyond God's . favour and 
friendſhip 2 -who- prefers the kee- 
ping of his wealth, before the er 
joyment of God ; and chuſes rs 
ther certainly to quit. his whoke 
intereſt in God, then to adventure 
a ſmall parcell of his eſtate with 
God ? His practice indeed: ſuffic- 
ently diſcovers , that his. hard: and 
ſtupid heart is uncapable of any 
love, except. of a corrupt, inordt 

nate 


Ct 


h 
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nate and fond love, or dotage to-' 
ward himſelt, ſince ſo preſent and 
-ſenſible objects cannot affect him. 
He that loveth not his brother , 1 Joh. 4. 20. 
whom he hath ſeen, how can he love 
God, whom he hath not ſeen 2? 
And as to the fear and reverence 
of God, the liberal man expreſſes 
it in ſubmiſſion to God's com- 
mands , although with his own 
ſent ſeeming diminution and- 
; 1n preferring the diſcharging 
| of his Conſcience before the re- 
taining his Money ; in caſting. 
overboard his temporal goods , 
that he may ſecure his ſpiritual 
and eternal concernments. - He 
can ſay (his practice atteſting to 
+ || his profeſſion) with David, 7 love Plalm 119 
ke | thy commandments above gold; and, 127 
mouth is dearer to 
of gold and fil- 
+ F ver : he ſhews that he is a man of Exod.18.21. 
d f| truth, fearing God, and hating co- 
y | vetouſneſs; which diſpoſitions, as 
having much affinity and con- 
nexicn, 


h me then t 
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Colol. 3. 5+ 
Ephel. Jo Jo 


——— 


nexion, are well joyned together 
by Fethro. * But the uncharitable 


man can have little fear of God q- 


before his eyes ; ſince the com- 
mands of God have no efficacy on 
his Conſcience ; fince he dreads 
not the effetts of, Divine power 
and juſtice, provoked by his diſo- 
bedience ; ſince he deems an ima- 
ginary danger. of want. from gj- 
ving, worſe then a certain com- 
miſſion of fin in withholding ; and 


is more afraid of penury here, then | 


of damnation hereafter. -. 

The trath is, the covetous or 1l- 
liberal man .is therefore uncapable 
of being truly pious, becauſe his 
heart is poſſetled with vain devo- 
tion toward ſomewhat beſide God, 
which in effe&t is his ſole Divinity : 
he is juſtly ſtiled an Idolater , tor 
that he directs and employs the 
chief affe&tions of his mind upon 
an Idol of Clay, which he loves 
with all his heart and all his foul, 
which he entirely confides in, 
which 
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which he efteems ard worſhips 
above 'all things. - Tt is Mammon; 


' which 'of. all the Competitors and 


Antagoniſts of God , invading 
God's \ right , and -ufurping tus 


pace, is (as our [Lord intimates) Matt. 6. 24, 


the moſt dangerous, and deſperate: 
ly repugnant : where he beconies 
predominant, true Religion 1s quite 
excluded ; 7e cannot ſerve God and 
Mammon. Other vitious inclina- 
tions combat Reaſon ;, and often 
baffle it, but ſeldom fo vanquiſh 
it, as that a man doth approve or 
applaud himſelf in his miſcarriages: 
but the covetous humour ſeizeth 
on our Reaſon it ſelf, and ſeateth 
it ſelf therein 5 inducing it to fa- 
your and countenance what 1s 
done atniſs. The Voluptuous man 
is ſwayed by the violence of his 
appetite ; but ' the Covetous 1s 1e- 
duced by the diftate of his judg- 
ment : he therefore ſcrapes and 
hoards, and lets go nothing, be- 
cauſe he eſteems wealth the beſt 

F2 :. thing 


—— 
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thing in the world, and then 
judges himſelf moſt wife, when he 
is: moſt baſe. Labour not to be 
rich, ceaſe. from'thine own wiſedom, 
faith Solomon; intimating the judg; 


-. ment ſuch perſons are wont 'to 


make of their riches : whence of 
all diſpoſitions oppoſite to Piety, 
this is the moſt pernicious. But 
tarther , - 1 

6. Let us conſider, that nothing 
is more conformable to God's na- 
ture, or renders us more like to 
him, then Beneficence and Mercy; 


* and that conſequently nothing can 


be more gratefull to him : that no- 
thing is more diſagreeable and con- 
trary to the eſſential diſpoſition of 
God, then Illiberality and Unmer- 
cifulneſs ; and therefore that no- 
thing can be more diſtaſtfull to 
him. What is any Being in the 
world, but an efflux of his Boun- 
ty, and an argument of his Libe- 


rality ? Look. every where about 


Nature, conſider the whole tenour 
of 


MS 


J: 
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f 
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of Providence, ſurvey all the works 
and ſcan all the ations of God, 


$.you will find them all conſpiring 


n atteſtation to thoſe ſweet Cha- 

n&ters and Elogies which the holy 

Scripture aſcribeth to God, repre- 

q ſenting him to be Merciful and Exod. 34-6. 

gracious , long:ſe ering, and abun- Joel 2. 13+ 

dant in goodneſs; to be ſorry for 

evil, ( incident to or inflicted up- 

on any Creature, to _ in Mic. 9. 18. 

mercy, to wait that he may be gra- fl. YO 

cious ; ſtyling him the God! of love, Rom. 15. 33, 

' of peace, of hope, of patience, of all Epher 4 Fe 

grace, and of all conſolation, the Fa- 2Cor.13.11. 

ther of — , rich in mercy, and Ja = - THY 

full of bowels ; affirming of him , i per. 5. 10. 

and by manifold evidences demon- 

ſtrating, that he is Senign even an- Luke 6. 35. 

to the ingratefull and evil ; that He **: 245: 9: 

6 good to all, and his tender mercies «3 may 

are over all his works. Nature, (I 7 #9' os 

fy ) Providence and Revelation , O— 

do all concur in teſtifying this , = im «- 

that there is nothing in God ſo pe- #745" it 
. = . . T1 TY. NAZo 

culiarly admirable , nothing ( as it 0:ar, 25. 

* F 3 were ) 


DE —— 


«a 


were ) ſo God-like : that is; fo 
highly venerable and amnable, as 


to doe good and ſhew mercy. We . 


therefore by liberal communicati: 
2 eſt mor- en to the needy do moſt approach 
747, ta the nature of God, and moſt ex. 


Plin. Nas A.aaly-mitate his practice ; acqui- 
bib. 2. ring to our ſelves thereby. ſome- 
9/7 338 5- what of Divinity, and becoming 
«as 10% 3 little Gods to our Neighbour. No. 


Toilet, Ws 70 


e247 ay thing ( faith S. Chryſoſtome ) mas 


_- in keth us ſo near equal to God, as be- 
Flow mas" _ neficence : and, Be ( faith S. Gre. 


xivn ws, gory Nazzauzen ) a God to the un 
F EASY Th fortunate, imitating the mercy of 
Ss why s : - 

eYG@-* 2S2y God; for a man hath nothing of God 
2 #7ws Ss 7? (o much as to doe good. That ſuch 


—_ — hath always been the common ap- 


Lal 


$7. Naz. prehenſion of men, the practice 


»Prat, 16 of all times ſheweth, in that men 
Hic eft vetu- . 
ftifimus re- have been ever apt to place ther 
ferendi bere BenefaQtours .among their Gods, 


mm #o;, deferring that love and vencration 
ut tales numi- unto them in degree, which mn 
you adjerte perfection do appertain to tho fi 
Plin. 2.7. Preme BenefaCtour, Be merciful, 


vo 
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@ your heavenly Father is merci- Suſcepit vita 
ful *; fo our Saviour - propoſeth mon, con- 


: ſuetudoque 
God's mercy to Us, both as 4a pat- con ut 


tern directing, and as an argument F**þc/is ex- 


- cellentes wviros 


t: 
h || inducing us to mercifulneſs : im- jn cetum Fa- 


plying it alſo to be a good ſign de- 54 «c _ 
caring us the children of God, the cc jv. 
genuine off-ſpring of the all-good D. 2. 

and all-mercitull Father ; yea, that ,7* 5:35 
it even renders and ct iy -* 5 
ſuch, ( we thereby coming moſt 

truly to repreſent , .and moſt _near- * 

ly to reſemble him.) Our Lord 

' farther teaches us, ſaying, Love Mart. 5. 44, 
your enemies, bleſs them that curſe 45 

you, doe good. to thoſe that hate 
you——that you may be the ſons of 

your Pather which is in heaven. 


And they who thus are God's chul- 


dren muſt conſequently be very 
dear to him, and moſt gracious mn 
his ſight ; he cannot but greatly 
like and love himſelf ( the beſt of 
himſelf) in them ; he cannot but 
cheriſh and treat them well, who 
are the faireſt and trueſt images of 
F 4 himſelf; 


The Duty and Reward 
| himſelf: no ſpectacle can be, fo 


pleaſant to him, as to ſee us in 


Coloſ. 3. 12, good to one another ; as the elett 
_ of God, holy and beloved, putting 
| on bowels of mercies and kindneſs, 
humbleneſs of mind, meekneſ$, long. 
ſuffering ; forbearing one another, 
and forgiving one another, even as 
Chriſt forgave us ; being felowers 
of God as dear Children, and wal. 
king in love, even as Chriſt alſo b- 
I us. But on the other ſide, 

there is not in Nature any thing 
* ſo remotely diſtant from God, or 

ſo extreamly oppoſite to him, as a 

greedy and griping Niggard ; Hell 

1s ſcarce ſo contrary to Heaven, as 


Eph. S&. I, 2» 


our practice to act himſelf, doing |, 


_— 


Q_ Tp O33 kj A =p 


ſuch a man's diſpoſition to the na- 
ture of God : for *tis Goodneſs which 
ſits gloriouſly triumphant at the 
top of Heaven ; and Zncharitable- 
eſs lieth miſerably groveling under 
the bottom of Hell : Heaven de- 
ſcends from the one, as its princt 
pal cauſe ; Hell is built on the 
6 other, 
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other, as its main foundation : as 
the one approximates the bleſſed 


| Angels to God, and beatifies them ; 


ſo the other removeth the curſed 
Fiends to ſuch a diſtance from God 
and happineſs : not to wiſh, not to 
doe any good, 1s that which ren- 
ders them both ſo bad, and fo 
wretched ; and whoever in his 
conditions is ſo like to them, and 
in his pra&tice ſo agrees with 
them, cannot but alſo be very odi- 
ous to God, and extreamly unhap. 


þy. God cannot but abhor ſo baſe 


2 degeneration from his likeneſs in 
thoſe who by nature are his chil- 
dren, and ſhould be farther ſuch 
according to his gracious deſign ; 
neither can any thing more offend 
his eyes, then ſeeing them to uſe 
one another unkindly. So that if 
obtaining the certain favour of 
the great God, with all the bene- 


fits attending it, ſeem conſiderable 


to us; or if we think it adviſable 
to ſhun his diſpleaſure, with its ſad 


ro "2 


eftects ; 


— 


effects ; it concerns us to pradtiſe- 


theſe Duties. So I conclude that 


ſort of Conſiderations , enforcing 


theſe Duties, which more imme- 
diately regard God. 


IM. Head of Farther, before we deny our re- 
Diſcourſe. lief to our poor Neighbour , let us 
with the eyes of our mind look on 


him, and attentively conſider who 
he is, what he is in himſelf, and 
what ' he is in relation unto us. 
[ The righteous confidereth the cauſe 


of the poor ; but the wicked regar- 


deth not to know it , Prov. 29. 7. 
Bleſſed is he that conſidereth the 
poor, Pfal. 41. 1. | * 

1. He whoſe need craves our 
Bounty , whoſe miſery demands 
our Mercy, what is he? He is not 
truly ſa mean and ſorry a thing, 
as the diſguiſe of misfortune, un- 
der which he appears, doth repre- 
ſent him. He who looks ſo detor: 
medly and difmally , who to out- 
ward ſight is ſo'ill beſtead;*and fo 

| pititully 
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rtifully accoutred , hath Jatent in 
tim much of admirable beauty and 


4 glory. He within himſelf contain. 


th 2*nature very excellent ; an 
immortal Soul, and an intelligent 
Mind, by which he nearly retem- 
bleth God himſelf, and 1s compa- 
rable to Angels : he inviſibly is 
owner of endowments rendring 
him capable of the greateſt and 
beſt things. What are Money and 
Lands ? what are Silk and fine Li- 
nen? what are Horſes and Hounds 


q in compariſon to. Reaſon, to Wile- 


dom, to Vertue, to Religion, which 
he hath, or (in deſpight of all mif 
fortune) he may have if he pleaſe? 
He whom you behold fo dejectedly 
ſneaking, in ſo deſpicable a garb, 
ſo deſtitute of all convenience and 
comfort, (lying in the duſt, naked 
or clad with rags , meager with 
hunger or pain, ) he comes of a 
mol high and heavenly extrac- 
tion : he was born a Prince; the 


Son of the greateſt King _ ; 
e 


_ 
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Prov. 22. 2» 


Gen. I. 28, 


Pal. 8, 6, 


— 


he can truly call the Sovereign 


Lord of all the World his Father ,, 


having derived his Soul from the 
mouth, having had his body for: 
med by the hands of God himſelf 
(In this, The rich and poor, as the 


Wiſe man faith, do meet together; 


the Lord is the Maker of them all) 
That ſame forlorn Wretch, whom 
we are ſo apt to deſpiſe and tram- 
ple upon, was framed and conſti- 
tuted Lord of the viſible World; 
had all the goodly brightneſles of 
Heaven, and all the coſtly furni- 
tures of Earth created to ſerve him. 
( Thou madeſt him (faith the P/al- 
miſt of Man ) to have dominion 
over the works of thine hands ; thou 
haſt put all things under his feet.) 
Yea, he was made an inhabitant 
of Paradiſe, and poſleſſour of feli- 
cities ſuperlative ; had immortal 
life and endleſs joy in his hand, 
did enjoy the entire favour and 


friendſhip of the moſt High. Such 


jn worth of Nature and nobleneſs ' 


of 
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of Birth he is, as a Man : and 
highly more conſiderable he is, as 
'a Chriſtian. For, as vide and con- 
temptible as he looks, God hath 
* | fo regarded and prized him, as for 
his fake to deſcend from Heaven , 
to cloath himſelf with fleſh, to 
aſſume the form of a ſervant ; for 

! | his good to undertake and under- 
T0 the greateſt inconveniences, in- 
firmities, wants and diſgraces , 
the moſt grievous troubles and 
moſt ſharp pains incident to mor- 
tal nature. God hath adopted 
him to be his Child ; the Son of 
God hath deigned to call him Bro- 
ther : he is a Member of Chr/, 
2 Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, a 
tree Denizon of the heavenly City, 
an Heir of Salvation, and Candi 
date of eternal Glory. "The grea- 
teſt and richeſt Perſonage is not 
capable of better Privileges then 
God hath granted him, or of high- 
er preterments then God hath de- 
ſigned him to. He equally _ 
ris 


—_ 
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- the mightieſt Prince is the obje& 

of God's eſpecial Providence and 

Grace, of his continual regard ahd 

Job 34. 19- care, of his fatherly love .artl affe 
5n ke pet ion : who, % _ Elihn _ 
exevIupes atcepreth not the perſons of Prin. 
a bib F nor aindah the - mort 


Favs KotWo- 
ye uy Evo, then the poor ; for they are all thy 
% ye, 0% york of his hands. In fine ,'this 


Kod wauTh- 


7. Chryſ. in poor Creature whom thou ſeeſt 
Heb. Orat. 2. 15 q Man, and a Chriſtian, thine 


"7: rue, Equal, whoever thou art , in 4 
mis nodv- ture, and: thy peer in condition: 
ww *17%, Þ fay not, in-the uncertain: and ut- 
$00Nidy, ny” v5 . ; ' , . : 
$51 wie gee Mable gifts of fortune, Aot 1h this 
we 67.0 worldly ftate, which is very 
&, v3 conſiderable ; but in gifts vaſth 
iovpae ;, more precious, 1n title to art eſtate 
bb 4. 4. in Nfinitely more rich.and excellent 
oh. Orat.15. Yea , if thou art vain and proud, 
H 92 Tvu- FI y | 
par ae; DE ſober and humble; he is thy 


0/40 T]HY5 TOI better, in true dignity much to be 


769 5uboes- preferred before thee , far in fell 
Orat. 23 Wealth ſurpaſſing thee: for , Bet 
3 x » . n 
Ecclus. 10. Zer is the poor that walketh 14 hi 
Prov. 28, 6, #PY ohm, then he that & fr 
verſe 
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uſe in his ways , though he be 2 
rich. | 
2. That diſtin&tion which thou 
ſtandeſt upon, and which ſeemerh 
ſo vaſt between thy poor Neigh- 
bour and thee, what is it 2 whence 


did it come 2 whither tends it ? 


It is not any-wiſe natural, or ac- 
cording to primitive delign : for 
2s all men are in faculties and 
endowments of nature equal, fo 
were they all originally _ in 
condition, all wealthy and happy, ,;, » 
; L 
all conſtituted in a moſt proſpe- ain, iad- 
rous and plentifull eſtate ; ' al] #2 7, iv _ 
things at ft were promiſcuouſly 5,4 & 
expoſed to the uſe and enjoyment Tm Twi 
of all, every one from the com- 7, "= 
k . » USERID 
mon ſtock aſſuming as his own inwiage 
what he needed. Inequality and 7% 
. . . . & v-Ipoozrav y 
private intereſt in things ( toge- game aie- 
ther with ſickneſles and pains, to- Fixer Ty 
gether with all other infelicities Fon". 
and inconveniences) were the by- xeiyns Tyre 
blows of our Fall : Sin introdu- Gre. Ns 
ced theſe degrees and diſtances ; ora. 5. 


it 


— 


it deviſed the names of rich and 

poor ; it begot theſe ingroſlings 

and incloſures of things ; 1t forged 

thoſe two ſmall peſtilent words, 
72 58 #29, 5 meum and tum, which have engen- 
7 9» 7 red fo much fſirife among men, 
T8 «Lvatov : -, Fr 
fue, 3 w- and created ſo much miſciuef in 
pies ms the world : theſe preternatural di- 
Pas ou. {tinctions were (I fay) brooded 
22», &c. by our fault, and are in great part 
Chry-T9%5- foſtered and maintained thereby ; 
AZ. 2. 47. tor were we generally ſo good, fo 
Parra m2 juſt, fo charitable as we ſhould be, 
commune pro- they could hardly fubſiſt, eſpecial- 
fudir ; fic e- ]y 1n that meaſure they do. God 
— Gaſſe indeed ( for promoting ſome good 
omnia, ut pa- Ends, and for prevention of ſome 
—_— miſchiets, apt to ſpring from our 
ft, & terra 11] nature in this our lapſed ſtate; 
forer onnium 12rticularly to prevent the ſtrife 
quedam com- 


amis poſſeſ. and diſorder. which ſcrambling 


fro. Natura would cauſe among men, preſu- 
zgttur jus 


commune generavit, uſurpatio jus fecit privatum. Amb. Offic.1. 28. - 


X; 3D 4 wu arpifeeing Taro v100atT]Em, v« SAG, 8% CAWIF- 
e&- lu, vx FIYCURL ax Cr, s FA:nG, Tens, 8 Ws 
axedr, s weak, s Nafper& dy eyromn mah. Chryl. in 1. 
Orat. 32. wt 
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ming on equal right, and parity of "9,2 2 
force ) doth ſufter them in ſome 75 & var 
J-manner to continue, and enjoyns 3g, =3 
us a contented ſybmiſſion to them : cio«/p01 ny 
but we miſtake, if we think that T— 
| naar equality and community a 1 
are in effect quite: taken away ; #9 ma 
or that all the world is ſo canto- © = 
nized among ſome few , that the «We * 715- 
reſt have no ſhare therein. No, 7. 07 1h a 
gery man hath ſtill a competent & one ars- 
patrimony due to him, and a fſuf- »i927s 
ficient proviſion made for his {$01 
tolerable ſubſiſtence. God hath e244. 
brought no man hither to be ne- Þ*\l: 34 
ceſarily ſtarved, or pinched with 
extream want ; but hath aſſigned Incaſsim ſe 
to every one a Child's portion , in 527 1. 
ſome fair way to be obtained by mune Dei mu- 
him, either by. legal right, or by 1 /% m7 
tumble requeſt, which according cont. Grenel 
to conſcience ought to have effect. 
No man therefore is allowed to 
detain, or to deſtroy ſuperfluouſ- 
ly what another man apparently 
wants, but is obliged to impart 
G it 
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Matt. 24+ 45» 


Luke 12. 42» 


2 Cor. 8. 14. 


— 


it to him : ſo that rich men are in- 
deed but the Treaſurers, the Stew- 
ards, the Caterers of God tor the 
reſt of men, having a ſtri& charge 
to diſpenſe unto every one his meat 
in due ſeaſon, and no jult privilege 
to withhold it from any : the ho- 
nour of diſtribution 1s conferred 
on them, as a reward of their f- 
delity and care; the right of en- 
joyment 1s reſerved to the poor, 
as a proviſion for their neceſlty. 


Thus hath God wiſely projected, 


that all his Children ſhould both | 


eftectually and quietly be provi- 
ded for; and that none of them 
ſhould be oppreſſed with penury ; 


ſo that (as S. Paul hath it) Oz} 


man's abundance ſhould ſupply an 
ther man's want, that there may be 
an equality : tor ſince no man can 
enjoy more then he needs, and 
every man ſhould have ſo much 
as he needs, there can be really 


- No great inequality among men; 


the diſtin&tion will ſcarce remain 
other: 


- 
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other-where then in fancy. What 
the Philoſopher ſaid of himſelf, 


What I have is ſo mine, that it is Ego mea fic 


every mans , 1s according to the _— fn _ 


practice of each man, who is truly Demetrius a- 
and in due meaſure charitable ; _ Sen. de 
whereby that ſeemingly enormous _ " 

diſcrimination among men is well *o dams 5 
moderated, and the equity of Di- — — 
vine Providence is vindicated. But awvorzmnwv 
he that ravenouſly graſps for more xm 
then he can well uſe, and gripes 297% 
it faſt into his clutches, ſo that 

the needy in their diſtreſs cannot 

come by it, doth pervert that equi- 

ty which God hath eſtabliſhed in 


things, defeats his good intention, 


| (fo tar as he can) and brings a 


ſrandal on his Providence ; and ſo 


| doing is highly both injurious and 


impious. | 

3. It was alſo (which we ſhould 
conſider ) even one main end of 
this difterence among us, permit- 
ted and ordered by God's Provi- 
dence, that as ſome mens induſtry 
G 2 and 
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and patience might be exerciſed 
by their poverty , ſo other men 


by their wealth ſhould have abi- 


lity of pra&tiſing juſtice and cha- 
ie oo rity.; that fo both rich and poor 
2x&@ $5 Might thence become capable of 
a3: recompences, ſuitable to the worth 


99 rence, Of ſuch vertuous performances, 
7& v aisins Why art thou rich (faith S. Baſil ) 
prongs > a and he poor > Surely for this; 
Ey, xex51@ 7 hat thou mayeſt attain the reward 


Tus wzanu of benignity, and faithful diſpenſa- 
aFAors The f 5 s fe 4 ip h 
Vauovns TI © 
wnb3. Bal. 9. with the great prize of patience. 
Naiſov y God in making thee rich, would 


3m ba have thee to be a —_— Benefa- 
Sie & Qour, not onely to thy poor Neigh- 
pk _ bour , but a to hy Ar, wh 
eres 8s thou beſtowelt reliet on him, pur- 
co chaſing a reward to thy ſelt. - God 
Y drop allo by this order- of things de- 
ls Jgnec ſigns, that a charitable entercourſe 
nero gr 1nould be maintained among men, 
mewiry TW Tutually pleaſant and beneficial; 
*Sexv. * the rich kindly obliging the poor, 
Ep. 23 and the poor gratefully _— 

- tg 


tion; and that he may be honoured 
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the rich. Wherefore by neglec- 
ting theſe duties, we unadviſedly 


- ' croſs the good purpoſe of God to- 


ward us, depriving our ſelves of 
the chief advantages our wealth 
may afford. 

4. We ſhould alſo do well to 
conſider, that a poor man, even 
2s ſuch, 15 not to be diſregarded , 
and that poverty it ſelf is no ſuch 
contemptible thing as we may be 
prone to 1magine : there are Con- 


| ſiderations , which may qualify 


Poverty even to diſpute the place 
with Wealth, and to claim prece- 
dence to it : If the world vulgarly 
doth account, and call the rich 
man happy, a better Authour hath 
pronounced the poor man ſuch : 


Bleſſed are the poor , doth march Luke 6. 20. 


in the van of the Beatitudes, and 
a reaſon goeth along therewith , 


| which aſlerteth its right to the 


place, for theirs is the Kingdom of 
Heaven ; for that they are not 
onely in an equal capacity as men, 

G 3 but 


102 


The Duty and Reward 


- Cor. 8 9. 


but in a nearer diſpoſition as poor, 
to the acquiſition of that bliſsfull 


ſtate ; for that poverty (the Mi 


ſtreſs of Sobriety and honeſt In- 
duſtry, the Mother of Humility 
and Patience , the Nurſe of all 
Vertue) renders men more willing 
to go, and more expedite 1n the 


way toward Heaven ; by it alf 


we conform unto the Son of God 
himſelf, the Heir of Eternal Ma- 
jeſty , the Saviour of the World, 
who for our ſake became poor, (9 
nuces tnloywo, for our fake be- 
came a beggar ) that we — 
his poverty (or beggary) might be. 
come rich : he willingly choſe, he 
eſpecially dignified and fanCtified 
that depth oft poverty , which we 
ſo proudly ſlight and loati. The 
greateſt Princes and Potentates 
in the World, the moſt wealthy 
and haughty of us all, but for 
one poor Beggar had been urre- 
coverably miſerable : 


COV to r_ 
it is, that every one of us do 


owe 


_— 


cu 
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owe all the poſſibility there is , 


all the hopes we can have of our Dedignatur 
aliquis pau- 


Salvation ; and ſhall we then in- j6,ourm, 


oratefully requite it with ſcorn , j# tam clare 
or with pitileſs neglect 2 ſhall we [,P"5. 
preſume 1n the perton of any poor Corſol. ad 
man, to abhor or contemn the ve- #/v. 12+ 
ry poor, but moſt holy aad moſt 

happy FES@S, our Lord and 
Redeemer 2 No; it we will doe 

Poverty right, we muſt rather for 


his dear fake and memory deter 


an eſpecial reſpe&t and veneration 


thereto. 

5. Thus a due refle&ion on the Nemo eft in 
poor man himſelf, his nature and 5,"c,; _ 
ſtate, will induce us to ſuccour ; le#iv, erfi non 
but let us alſo conſider him as re-Z 5. oa 
lated unto our ſelves : Every ſuch jzſe ramen 
perſon 1s our near Kinſman , 1s — 
our Brother , is by indifſoluble woe Aug. 
bands of cognation in bloud, and #pift. 121. 
agreement in Nature | knit and 
united to us. We are all but 
ſeveral ſtreams iſſuing from one 
ſource , ſeveral twigs ſprouting 

G 4 from 
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from one ſtock ; One bloud , S 
rived through ſeveral channels ; 


AA. 17. 26, one ſubſtance, by miraculous effi- | 


Oix5or Ms cacy of the Divine BenediCtion , 
& vpn & F 4 
er5;o:rp 2 Multiplyed or dilated unto ſeve- 
g>cy, Ariit. ral times and places. We are 
all faſhioned according to the 
ſame original Idea , reſembling 
'Er2xxoleicxs God ' our common Father ; we 
——— are all endowed with the ſame 
ovyyer3s, y faculties, inclinations and afte- 
97019 tions ; we all conſpire in the 


Greg. Naz. , . 
ſame eſſential ingredients of our 


conſtitution, and in the more no: } 


table adjunCts thereof ; it 1s onely 
ſome inconſiderable accidents, 
( ſuch as age, place , figure, ſta- 
ture, colour, garb) which diver:- 
ſify and diſtinguiſh us; in which, 
according to ſucceſſions of time 
and chance, we commonly no ies 
difter from our ſelves, then we do 
at preſent from them : ſo that in 
effect and reaſonable eſteem, eve- 
ry man 1s not onely our Brother, 
but (as Ari/totle faith of a friend) 

MG 
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>. | a aurts, another ones ſelf; is Nihil et u- 

; || not onely our moſt lively image , £9: 

1- |, but in a manner our very 1ub- par, quem 

, | ſtance; another our ſelf under a 9mes znter 
* . noſmetipſos 

e- | ſmall variation of preſent circum- pm. Cic. 

e || ſtances : the moſt of diſtin&tion be- de Leg: 1- 

e | tween us and our poor Neighbour, 

g || conſiſts in exteriour ſhew, in mo- 

'e || veable attire, in caſual appendages 

c | to the nature of man ; ſo that re- 

e- | ally when we uſe him well, we 

e || are kind to our ſelves, when we 

r | yield him courteous regard , we 

> | bear reſpect to our own nature ; 

y | when we feed and comfort him, 

., | we do ſuſtain and cheriſh a mem- 

3- | ber of our own body : but when 

r- | we are crucl or harſh to him, we 

1, | abuſe our ſelves ; when we ſcorn 

e | him, we lay diſparagement and 

s | diſgrace on mankind it ſelf; when 

o | we withhold ſuccour or ſuſtenance 

n | from him, we do (as the Prophet 

- | ſpeaketh) hide our ſelves from our Iſai. 58. 7- 

own fleſh ; we ſtarve a part of our © 

own body, and wither a —_— 

0 
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of our ſtock : immoderate ſelfiſh: 
neſs ſo blindeth us, that we over- 


— 


this, as it 1s in other good ſenſes, 

Prov. 11-17. trye what the Wiſe man faith, 7he 
mercifull man doeth good to his own 
ſoul; but he that is cruel, troubleth 
his own fleſh. 

6. Farther, as the poor man is 
ſo nearly allied to us by ſociety 
of common nature, ſo is he more 
ſtrictly joyned to us by the bands 
of ſpiritual Conſanguinity. All 
Chriſtians ( high and low, rich 
and poor) are children of the fame 
heavenly Father, ſpring from the 
fame incorruptible ſeed , are rege- 
nerated to the fame lively hope, 
are Co-heirs of the ſame heavenly 
inheritance ; are all members of 

Rom. 12. 5- one body, ( members, faith S. Paul, 

Wb all "M3 oye of another ) and animated by 
«+ 3- 28, >. . . 

v7 38 v- one holy ſpirit : which relation, 

pasrs ers * as it is the moſt noble, and the 

ed IEA moſt cloſe that can be, ſo it ſhould 

Fob. Or. 15. breed the greateſt endearments , 


ſee and forget our ſelves : it is in 
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and ſhould expreſs it ſelf in cor- 
reſpondent effects ; it ſhould ren- 

' der us full of affe&tion and ſym- 

pathy one toward another ; it . 

thould make us to tender the 

needs, and feel the ſufferings of 

any Chriſtian as our own ; it 

ſhould diſpoſe us freely to com- vizoy 38 &. 
municate whatever we have, how 7 ia, ©- 
precious ſoever , to any of our Is m_ 
brethren : this holy friendthip &s', ame 
ſhould eſtabliſh a charitable equa- ,,"*FSrip. 
lity and community among us , Androm. | 
both in point of honour and of 

eſtate : for ſince all things conli- 

derable are common unto us, ſince 

we are all purchaſed and purified 

by the ſame precious bloud, ſince 

we all partake of the ſame preci- 

ous faith, of the fame high calling, 

of the ſame honourable privile- 

ges, of the ſame glorious promi- 

ſes and hopes ; ſince we all have 


the ſame Lord and Saviour ; why 
ſhould theſe ſecular trifles be 1o 


private and particular among us ? 
Why 
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Why ſhould not ſo huge a parity 
in thoſe onely valuable things not 


wholly (I fay not in worldly ſtate, | 


or outward appearance , ſuch ag 

the preſervation of order in fecu- 

Colof, 3. 11+ lar affairs requireth , but) in our 
opinion and affection extinguiſh 

that ſlight diſtin&ion of rich and 

poor, in concernments temporal ? 

How can we ſlight ſo noble, fo 

great a Perſonage as a Chriſtian, 

for wanting a little droſs > How 

Heb, 2. IT Cal WE deem our ſelves much his 
 25-4% ſuperiour , upon ſo petty an ad- 
OMIY —_ k ter ken that , whuch 
is not worth ſpeaking or thinking 

of, in compariſon to what he en- 

joyeth 2 Our Lord himſelf is not 

aſhamed to call the leaſt among 

us his Brother, and his Friend; 

and ſhall we then diſdain to yield 

to ſuch an one the regard, and 
treatment ſuitable to ſuch a Qua 

lity 2 Shall we not honour any 

Brother of our Lord ? ſhall we 

not be civil and kind to any 

Friend 


— 
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friend of his 2 If we do not, how 

an we pretend to bear any true 

e, þ reſpect or affection unto himſelf 2 

35 | It 1s his expreſs precept, that the Matt. 20. 26. 
u- | greateſt among us ſhould, in imi- 

ur | tation of his moſt humble and 

ſh | charitable Self, be ready to ſerve 

id || the meaneſt ; and, that we thould 

[2 Þ in honour prefer one another , and Rom. 12. 10. 
ſo Þ| in /owlineſs of mind eſteem others TG 26 
1, | better then our ſelves, are Apoſto- 

w || lical Rules, extending indifterent- 

us Fly to rich and poor, which are 

d. I plainly violated by diſregarding 

ch | the poor. Yea, this relation ſhould, 

1g || according to S. Fohr's DoQtrine, 

n- | diſpoſe us not onely treely to im- 

ot | part theſe temporal - goods , but 

ng f| even, if occaſion be, willingly to 

1; (| expole our very lives for our bre- 

ld} thren : Zereby, faith he, we per- i Joh. 3. 16. 
nd N cezve the love of God, becauſe he 

1a- Qaid down his life for us; and we 

1y | ought to lay down our lives for our 

ve N brethren. How greatly then are 

they deficient from their duty , 

how 


| — 
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how little in truth are they Chri. 
ſtians, who are unwilling to part 


with the very ſuperfluities and ex-: 


crements of their fortune for the 
relief of a poor Chriſtian 2 Thuz 
conſidering our Brother , - may 
breed in us charitable diſpoſitions 
toward him, and induce us to the 
practice of theſe duties. 


Moreover , if we reflect upon 


IV. Head of our ſelves, and conſider either our 
Diſcourſe.  .2ture, or our ſtate here, we can- 


not but obſerve many ſtrong en. 
gagements to the ſame practice. 
1. The very conſtitution, frame 
and temper of our nature, direc: 
teth and inclineth us thereto; 
whence by obſerving thoſe duties, 
we obſerve our own nature, we 
improve it, we advance it to the 
beſt perfe&tion it 1s capable of; 
by negle&ting them , we thwart, 
we impair, we debaſe the ſame— 


Juven, Sat, ——@c noſtri pars optima ſenſus; 


I 5+ 


The belt of our natural inclinations 


(thoſe 
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(thoſe ſacred reliques of God's 
Image originally ſtamped on our 
,minds) do ſenſibly prompt, and 
vehemently urge us to mercy and — Muu 
pity : the very ſame bowels, which jj," Ac 
n our own want do by a lively auzilinm & 
knſe of pain inform us thereof , J74fare j«- 
and inſtigate us to provide for its Juven. 16. 
reliet, do alſo grievoully reſent the $:x6;7u5y 
diſtreſſes of another , admoniſhing Y — 


—— 
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n | us thereby, and provoking us to ws 
rf yield him fuccour. Such is the v9. Arch. 
:- | natural ſympathy between men, ©* #m-852- 
n- | (diſcernable in all, but appearing 


moſt vigorous in the beſt natures ) 
that we cannot ſee, cannot hear of, 
yea can hardly imagine the cala- 
mities of other men, without be- 
ws ſomewhat diſturbed, and af- 
flicted our ſelves. As alſo Nature, 
to the as requiſite toward pre- 
ſervation of our life, hath annex- 
& a ſenſible pleaſure, forcibly en- 
ticing us to the performance of 
them : ſo hath ſhe made the com- 
munication 'of benefits to others , 
to 


& 
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licious reliſh upon the mind of him 


that practiſes it ; nothing indeed + 


carrying with it a more pure and 
ſavory delight then Beneficence. 


A man may be vertuouſly volup- 


tuous, and a laudable Epicure by 
'Erixp@ doing much good ; for to receive 
nu x oood,, even in the judgment of 
TY £U TOiHys 5 . 
who 394. ZEpicurus himielt, (the great Pa- 
01, an 1 tron of Pleaſure) is nowile ſo plea- 
ni Wt fant as to doe it : God. and Na- 
Phils. cov. ture therefore within us do ſolli- 
cum FTi"Ge cite the poor man's caſe ; even our 
own eaſe and fatisfa&tion demand 
from us compaſſion and kindneſs 
towards him ; by exerciſing them, 
we. hearken to Natures wiſe Dif- 
ciplines, and comply with her 
kindly Inſtin&ts ; we cheriſh good 
humour, and ſweeten our com- 


plexion ; ſo ernobling our minds, 


we become not onely more like 


to God, but more perfectly men; 
by the contrary practice we re- 


bel againſt the Laws, and pervert 


the 


to be accompanied with a very de- 
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the due courſe of our Nature ; 
we do weaken, corrupt and ſtifle 


'that which is beſt in us ; we har- 


den and ſtupify our fouls ; ſo 
monſtrouſly degenerating from the 
perfection of our kind, and be- 
coming rather like favage beaſts, 
then ſociable men ; yea , ſome- 
what worſe perhaps then many 
beaſts ; for commonly Brutes 
will combine to the ſuccour of 


one another ; they will defend. 
and help thoſe of the ſame 


kind. 

2. And if the ſenſitive part 
within us doth ſuggeſt ſo much, 
the rational diftates more unto 
us; that heavenly faculty, having 


capacities ſo wide, and ſo mighty 


energies, was ſurely not created 
to ſerve mean or narrow deſigns ; 
t was not given us to ſcrape eter- 


nally in earth, or to amaſs heaps 


of. clay for private enjoyment ; 
for the ſervice of one puny crea- 
ture, for the ſuſtenance or fatis- 
| H faction 
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| faction of a ſingle carcaſe : 'tis 


much below an intelligent perſon 


to weary himſelf With {ervile toils, ' 


and diſtract his mind with ignoble 
cares for concernments ſo low and 
ſcanty ; but to regard and purſue 
the common good of men ; to dif- 
penſe, adviſe and aid, where need 
requires, to diffuſe its vertue all 
about in beneficial effects ; theſe 
are Operations worthy of Reaſon, 
theſe are employments congruous 
to the native excellency of that Di- 
vine Power implanted in us ; ſuch 
performances declare indeed what 


a man is, whence he ſprang, and 


whither he tends. 

3. Farther, examining our ſelves, 
we may alſo obſerve, that we 
are 1n reality, what our poor 
Neighbour appears to be, in ma- 
ny reſpe&ts no leſs indigent and 
impotent then he : we no leſs, yea 
tar more, for our ſubſiſtence de 
pend upon the arbitrary bounty of 
another , then he ſeemeth to relie 
upon 
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upon ours. We as deteCtible crea- 
tures do continually want ſup- 


I port ; we as grievous ſinners do 


always need mercy , every mo- 
ment . we are contracting huge 
d&bts, far beyond our ability to 
diſcharge 3 debts of gratitude for 
benefits received , debts of guilt 
for offences committed ; we there- 
fore perpetually ſtand obliged to 
be craving for mercy and relief at 
the Gates of Heaven. We all, 


- I, from Prince to Peaſant, live meer- 


ly upon alms, and are moſt really 
in condition Beggers: to pray at- 
ways, 1s a duty incumbent on us 
from the condition of our nature, - 
as well as by the command of God. 
Such a' likeneſs in ſtate ſhould. 
therefore diſpoſe us to ſuccour our 


tellows, and Axvctew DE *Azov Exks Greg, Nat. 


yelZovrees, to lend mercy to God, who 
need mercy from him, as the good 
Father ſpeaketh. We ſhould (as 
the Apoſtle adviſes 'and argues) 


Remember them: that are in bonels\, Heb. 13. 3- 


81 3 as 
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as bound with them; and then 
which ſuffer adverſity, as being our 
ſelves alſo in the body ; as being 
companions in neceſlity, or ſub- 
jet to the like diſtreſs. If we 
daily receive mercy and relief, yet 
unmindfull of our obligation to 
God, refuſe them to others, ſhall 
; we not deſerve to hear that dread- 
Mart. 18. 32, full exprobration, O thou wicked ſer- 
55- vant , 1 forgave thee all that debt 
becauſe thou defiredſt me ; ſhouldeſf 


u6t thou alſo have had compaſſion on |, 


thy fellow-ſervant , even as I had 
pity on thee ? 
Owe S* ?- 4 The great incertainty , and 
ye Tony W inſtability of our condition, doth 
(Cromuors _. I . { d . W 
TS + 8 allo require our conſideration. We 
Tegomrs that now flouriſh in a fair and 
ACM full eſtate, may ſoon be in the 
Trachi, caſe of that poor creature , who 
now ſues for our relief ; we that 
this day enjoy the wealth of 
7ob, may the morrow need his pa- 
tience ; there are Sabeans, whuch 
may come and drive away our cat- 


tel; 


has 
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tel; there are tempeſts , which 
may ariſe , and ſmite down our 


houſes; there is a fire of God, 


which may fall from Heaven, and 
conſume our ſubſtance ; a meſlen- 
ger of all theſe miſchiefs may , 
tor all we know , be preſently at 
our doors ; 1t happened ſo to a 
better man then we, as unexpec- 
tedly and with as ſmall ground to 
fear it, as 1t can arrive to us : all 
our wealth 1s ſurrounded with dan- 


{.gers, and expoſed to caſualties in- 


numerable ; Violence may ſnatch 
it from us, 'Treachery may cheat 
us of it ; Miſchance may ſeize 
thereon, a ſecret Moth may de- 
your it ; the wifſedom of Provi- 
dence for our trial, or its juſtice 
for our puniſhment , may bereave 
us thereof; its own light and fluid 
nature ( if no other accomptable 


| cauſes were apparent ) might eaſ!- 


ly ſerve to watt it from us ; for, 


Riches (faith the Wiſe-man) make Prov. 23. 5+ 


themſelves wings, (they it ſeems do 
| =. need 
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need no help for that) and fly away 
like as an Eagle toward Heaven ; || ® 
that is, of their own accord they: tl 
do ſwiftly convey themſelves @ || {it 
way , out of our fight, and be. | 
yond - our reach : they are but] © 
Eccleſ. 5. 21- wind, What profit ( ſays the Prea- || 8c 
cher) hath he that laboureth far Þ > 
the wind; for wind, that is, for a | !! 
thing which can no-wile be fixed || # 
or ſetled in one corner ; which | 75 
therefore 'tis a vanity to concewe, | 1 
that we can ſurely appropriate, V 
or long retain. How then can-we lo 
think to ſtand firm upon a placeſ} M 
ſo ſlippery ? How . can we build | ih 
any confidence on a bottom fofþ © 
looſe and brittle > How. can we it 
ſuffer our minds to be ſwelld up, & 
hke bubkles, with vain concett, ſa 
by the breath of ſuch things, mare bl 
tleeting and vertiginous then any i 
Air ? againſt the precepts of the P 
W 

be 


_ 


Pla. 62.10. wwiſeſt and beſt men : {f riches in 

creaſe, faith the Pfalmillt , feb wit 
Prov. 23. 5. your heart on them : Wilt thou ſet 
thine 


—  —_— 


of Bounty to the Poor. 19 


— 


thine eyes upon that which is not 2 
faith the Wiſe-man : (that 1s, wilt 


thou regard that which 1s fo tran- 


ſtory and evanid, that- it hardly 
may be deemed real ; which we 
can ſcarce look on, before it is 
gone? ) and, Charge them ( faith 
S. Paul ) that are rich in this world, 
that they be not high minded , nor 
truſt in uncertain riches : (69 mMs- 
7 29YAfrmm, in the obſcurity, or 
nevidence of riches ; things which 


| we can never plainly diſcern how 


long we ſhall keep them , how « 38 #o34ms 
much we can enjoy them) what 92a 6 
*14+ . WY X, AKOVTES 
ſhould make us unwuling with ;z;2.9ﬆ wi 
certain advantages to our elves , Myeri7329, 
Fi. hoc TOY un 
ireely to Ict that goe, which pre- |,” 57). 
ſently without our leave may for- 5») mis 
fake us 2 How can we reaſona- £922: 
, ryſ. Tomes. 
bly judge our caſe much different ogra. 55. 
from that of the pooreſt body , 
when as in a trice we may Pper- 
haps change places and perſons ; 
when the ſcene turning, he may 
be:advanced unto our-wealth, we 


H 4 may 
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may be depreſſed into his want 2 


Sejanus--quo fince every Age yieldeth inſtances 


aie illum Se- 
natus deduxe- 


rat, populus in forme Pompey, ſome Fob, ſome Ne. 
froffa —_ bachodonoſor , who within a ſmall 
En. ae? 


rang. 2. 


compaſs of time doth appear to 
all men the object both oft admira- 
tion and pity, 1s to the leſs wiſe 
the mark both of envy and ſcorn; 
ſeeing every day preſenteth unex:- 
pected vicitſitudes, the Sea of Hu. 
mane Afﬀairs continually ebbing 
and flowing, now rolling on this, 
now on the other ſhore 1ts reſtleſs 
waves of profit and credit ; ſince 
eſpecially there is a God, who 
arbitrarily difpoſeth things , and 
with a turn of his hand changeth 
the ſtate of men; who, as the 


1 Sam. 2. 7. Scripture faith, Maketh rich and 


Job 15. 21. 
Pſal. 107. 4T- 
I13. 7. 


poor , bringeth low and lifteth up; 
poureth contempt upon Princes ; rat- 
ſeth the poor out of the duſt, and 
lifteth the beggar from the dunghtl, 
to fet them among Princes, and to 
mate them inherit the throne of git 


-- 


of ſome Creſus, ſome Polycrates, - 
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s, -|- that we may ſoon need his 


by mn ſeeing, I ſay, apparently ſuch 
es | is the condition of things here, 


ity 


e. | and help, who now requeſteth 
ll | ours, why ſhould we not be very 
to | ready to afford them to him 2 why 
a- | ſhould we not gladly embrace our 
ſe | opportunity, and uſe our turn 
1; | well ; becoming aforehand with 
x- | others, and preventing their reci- 
u- | procal contempt or negle& of us 


g || hereafter 2 Caſt thy bread upon the Eccleſ. 11. 1. 


s, | waters, for thou ſhalt find it after 


Gn? 


= days; give a portion to ſeven, 
ce | and alſo unto eight , for thou know- 


w || eff nof what evil ſhall be upon the 
d || earth : that is, conſidering the in- 
h | conſtancy and uncertainty of at: 
|| fairs here, and what adverſity may 
d | befall thee, be liberal upon all oc- 
p; | caſions, and thou ſhalt (even a 
+ | good while after) find returns of 
d | thy liberality upon thee : ſo the 
{, | Wiſe-man adviſes, and fo Witſe- 


ſhould doe. 


dom certainly diCtates that we 


5. And 
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—_ 
qui dare neſ- 
cit, injuſte pe- 
tt. Laber. 
Mim. 


Matt. To I 2s, 


5. And equity doth exatt no * 


leſs : for were any of us in the 


needy man's plight, ( as eaſily we - 


may be reduced thereto) we ſhould 
believe our caſe deſerved commilſe- 
ration ; we ſhould importunately 
demand relief ; we ſhould be grie- 
vouſly diſpleaſed at a repulſe ; we 
ſhould apprehend -our ſelves very 
hardly dealt with, and fadly we 
ſhould complain of inhumanity 
and cruelty, if ſuccour were re- 
tuſed to us. In all equity there- 
tore we ſhould be apt to miniſter 
the ſame to others ; for nothing 
can be more unreaſonable or un- 
juſt, then to require or expeCt 
that from another, which in a like 
caſe we are unwilling to render 
unto him ; it 1s a plain deviation 
from that Fundamental Rulke , 
which 1s the Baſe of all. Juſtice; 
and virtually the ſum. (as our $x- 
viour telleth us) of whatever is 
preſcribed us : Al things what- 
ſoever ye would that men oy 

oe 


my, + - 27  arm_»> — => ., 
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for this is the Law and the Pro- 


' phets. IT adde, that upon theſe 


Conſiderations , by unmercitull 
dealing, we put our ſeives into a 
very bad and tickinh condition ; 


jF doe 70 you, doe ye even ſo to them; © 


wholly depending upon the con- - 


ſtancy of* that which is moſt in- 
conſtant ; fo that 1t our fortune 
do fail, we can neither reaſonably 
hope for , nor juſtly pretend to 
any relief or comfort from others. 


| He that doeth good turns is mind- 


full of that which may come hereaf- 


ter, and when he falleth he ſhall 


find a ſtay. 


6. We ſhould alſo remember 
concerning our ſelves, that we are 
mortal and frail Were we im- 
mortal, or could we probably re- 
tain our Poſleſſions for ever in our 
hands; yea, could we foreſee ſome 
definite ſpace of time, conſidera- 
bly long, in which we might af- 
ſuredly enjoy our ſtores, it might 
ſeem ſomewhat excuſable to — 

ard, 


Ecclef. 3. 3I. 
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Prov. 27. 24» 


Jam. 1. 10, 
Ie 


Luk. 12. 20» 


hard, and to hold faſt; to doe fa 
might look like rational Proyi- 


dence : but ſince Riches are mt - 


for ever, nor doth the Crown en- 
dure to all generations, ( as the 
Wiſe-man ſpeaketh ) ſince they 
muſt infallibly be ſoon left, and 
there is no certainty of keeping 
them for any time ; *tis very un- 
accomptable why we ſhould fo 
greedily ſeek them, and hug them 
ſo fondly. The rich man, (faith 
S. Fames ) as the flower of the graſs, 
ſhall paſS away : it is his ſpecial 
doom #0 fade away ſuddenly ; it is 
obvious why in many reſpe&ts he 
is ſomewhat more then others ob- 
noxious to the fatal ſtroke, and 
upon ſpecial accompts of juſtice he 
may be farther more expoſed there- 


to; conſidering the caſe of the rich 


fool in the Goſpel, we may eaſily 
diſcern them ; we ſhould reckon, 
that it may happen to us, as it did 
there to him ; that after we have 
reared great Barns, and ſtored up 
much 


—— 
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much goods for many years, our ſoul 

this very night may be required 

if w ; however, if it be uncer- 

tain when, it is moſt certain, that 

after a very ſhort time our thred 

will be ſpun out ; then ſhall we x Tim. 6. 7. 
be rifled, and quite ſtript of all ; Ecdef: 5-15: 
becoming ſtark naked, as when 1 2 
we came into the world : we ſhall 

not carry with us one grain of 

our gliſtering Metals, or one rag 

of our gaudy Stuff ; our ſtately 

| Houſes, our fine Gardens, and 

our ſpacious Walks, muſt all be 
exchanged for a cloſe Hole under- 

ground ; we muſt for ever bid 1ai. 14. rt. 
tarewell to our Pomps and Mag- 
nificences, to our Feaſts and Jolli- 

tles, to our Sports and Paſtimes ; 

not one of all our numerous and 

ſplendid retinue ; no Companion 

of our Pleaſure, no Admirer of 

our Fortune, no Flatterer of our 

Vices can wait upon us; deſolate 

and unattended we muſt go down 

into the Chambers of darkneſs ; 

then 
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12. 2I, 
Matt. 25. 30s 


Jam. 5. 5+ 
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then ſhall we find; that to dis 
rich (as men are wont improper: 


ly to ſpeak ) 1s really to die moſt 
poor ; that to have carefully kept . 


our Money ,. 1s to have loſt it nt- 
terly ; that by leaving much, we 
do indeed leave worle then no- 
thing : To have been wealthy , 
if we have been 1lliberal and ur 
merciful, will be no advantage 
or ſatisfaction to us after we are 
gone hence ; yea, it will be the 


cauſe of huge damage, and bitter | 


regret unto us. All our Treaſures 
will not procure us any favour, 
or purchaſe one Advocate for us 
in that impartial World ; yea, it 
ſhall be they which will there 
proſecute us with clamorous ac 
cuſations, will Lear fore teſtimo 
ny againſt us, ( The ruſt of them, 
faith S. Fames, ſhall be a witnef 
againſt us , ſignitying our unjuſt 
or uncharitable detention of them) 
will obtain a moſt heavy ſentenet 
upon us; they will render our - 

4 
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lit more difficult, and enflame our 
reckoning ; they will aggravate 


"I'the guilt of our fins with impu- 
| tations of unfaithfulneſs and in- 


gratitude ; ſo with their load they 
will preſs us deeper into perdition : 1 Tim. 6. 9. 
to omit , that having ſo ul mana- 
goed them, we ſhall leave them 
behind us as marks of obloquy , 
ind monuments of infamy upon J® 27-29, 
our memories ; for ordinarily of 58 z+y4- 
fuch a rich perſon it is true, that 5 :0is 32! 
Job fays of him , Men ſhall clap 792 
their hands at him, and ſhall hiſs V4.6 var ; 
him out of his place ; like one, — * 
who departs from off this ſtage , Iz» yea- 


after having very ill acted his _ Ws 
EU TO - 


part, Is it not theretore infi- g,.,z,. 6:5 


nitely better to prevent this be- 3a wnxcg- 
ng neceſſarily and unprofitably "7 >" 7 


: * *iCUo TAY TH 
deprived of our goods, by ſealo- jw +5 
nably diſpoſing them ſo, as may TeTy7 | 

; ", ew, £4 th 
conduce to our benefit , and our ;,}.... 
comfort, and our honour ; being xi8% war 

. * 7" "nn 4 Mou ATV 
very indifferent and unconcerned ou... 
in our affection toward them ; 0rat. 54. 


modeſt 
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Luke 16. 9. 


— — — 


modeſt and humble in our con. 
ceits about them ; moderate and 


ſober in our enjoyments of them;- 


contented upon any reaſonable oc- 
caſion to lole or leave them; 
and eſpecially moſt ready to diſ- 
penſe them in that beſt way, 
which God hath preſcribed , ac- 
cording to the exigencies of Hu- 
manity and Charity 2 By thus 
ordering our Riches, we ſhall ren- 
der them benefits and bleſſings 


to us; we ſhall by them procure 


ſure friendſhip and favour, great 
worſhip and reſpect in the other 
World ; having ſo lived (in the 
exerciſe of bounty and mercy) 
we ſhall truly die rich, and in 
effect carry all our goods along 
with us, or rather we have there- 
by ſent them before us ; having, 
like wiſe Merchants, tranſmitted 


and drawn them by a moſt fate, 


conveyance into our Country 
and Home ; where infallibly we 
ſhall find them , and with ever: 
laſting 
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aſting content enjoy them. So 
conſidering our ſelves, and our 


ſtate, will diſpoſe us to the prac- 


tice of theſe Duties. 

Furthermore, if we contemplate v. Head of 
our Wealth it ſelf, we may there- Piſcourk. 
in deſcry great motives to Bounty. 

1. Thus to employ our Riches, 

5 really the beſt uſe they are ca- 
pable of ; not onely the moſt inno- 
cnt, moſt worthy, moſt plauſible; 
but the moſt ſafe, moſt pleaſant , 


| moſt advantagious , and - conſe- 


py in all reſpe&ts moſt pru- 

ent way of diſpoling them. To 

keep them cloſe without uſing or 

enjoying them at all, is a moſt ſot- 

tiſh extravagance, or a ſtrange kind ,.,.».. 
of madneſs ; a man thence aftec- v6 5 mt- 
ting to be rich, quite impoveriſh- 7 71g 
«h himſelf, diſpoſſeſſeth himſelf of 9,544.6 


all, and alienateth from himſelf eveTerre: 
his Eſtate : his Gold is no more 7; tf 


bis, then when it was in the 7r- ava quod 
dies, or lay hid in the Mines; his habet, quam 

a - «> » quod tron ha 
Cora is no more his, then if it ber. 


I ſtood 


— 
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ftood growing in Arabia or Chi- 
1a ; he is no more owner of his 
Lands, then he is Maſter of Fery-' 
falem, or Grand-Cairo : tor what 
difference is there , whether di- 
ſtance of place or baſeneſs of mind 
ſever things from him 2 whether 
his own heart, or another man's 
hand detain them from his uſe? 
whether he hath them not at- all, 
or hath them to no purpoſe ? whe: 
ther one is a beggar out of neceſ 


ſity, or by choice? is preſſed to. 


want , or a Volunteer thereto ? 
Such an one may fancy himſelf 
rich, and others, as wiſe as him- 
ſelf, may repute him ſo ; but 6 
diſtracted perſons to themſelve 


and to one another do ſeem great 


39 aenutr Py; FY & G 
Yn Princes, and ſtile themſelves ſuch; 


airs 3x, With as much reaſon almoſt Ity ; 


”e xz74v- might pretend to be wiſe, or to 
& wu, 20, h od F h F- | 
Tre 6s Soy DE good. Riches are xpnuanty 
ex; 22- things whoſe nature confiſts 
Chry, a Victulneſs ; abſtract that , they bt 
Mat. Or. 49. COMe nothing , things of no conf 


derationfl 
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deration of -value ;' he' that hath 
them , is nd more” cohrerned in 


| them then-he that hath thenn hot © 


it is the heart and Skill to uſe affhd+ 

ence of things wiſely 4hd nobly , 

which makes it wealth;-and conſt: Defunt ini 
fites hit rich that hath'it ; ortier? 744 vero 
wiſe the Cheſts may be cramr'd; zzif. 108. 
and the Barns ſtuffed full, whife 

the man is miſerably poor and beg! 

early ; *tis in this ſenſe true, which 

the Wiſfe-man ſays , There t that Prov. 13. 7e 


maketh himfelf rich , yet hath ub: 


thing. But the very having. Riches © 
(will ſuch a man fay} B matte? 
of Reputation ; men dv efteem and 
honour him that hath them : tftte; 
if he knows how , *and hath the 
mind to ufe them wel; ottierwilt 
al the credit they yield conſiſts i 
making their Maſter ridiculous to 


wiſe men , and infatnous _ 


all men : but, purting. caſe tha 
any ſhould be fo foolifh as to te; 
ſpect us meerly for ſeeming rich, 
why ſhould we accbitimodate our 
| I 2 practice 
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Eccleſ. $.1T. 


puſtice to- their vain opinion, or 
baſe our ſelves becauſe others 


are not wiſe? . But however, (may 


he fay again) it is a pleaſant thing 
to ſee them ; a heap of Gold is 
the moſt lovely ſpeCtacle that one 


- + can behold; it does a man's heart 


good to. view an abundance of 


© good things about him. For this 


plea indeed he hath a good Au- 
thour ; this it ſhould ſeem was all 
the benefit the Wiſe-man obſerved 


* In them, accruing to ſuch perſons: | 


What good, faith he, # there to the 
dwners thereof, ſaving the beholding 
of them with their eyes > But if 
this be all they are good for, it is, 
one would think, a very ſlim be 
nefit they aftord, little able to bal- 
lance the =_ and care requiſite to 
the acquitt and cuſtody of them; 
a benefit indeed not proper to the 


Poſſeſſour, for. any one may look} 


on them as well as he, or on the 
like; any, one at pleaſure may en- 
joy better ſights ; all the Rp 

| an 
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and Ornaments of Nature , the 


glorious ſplendours of Heaven, and 


the ſweet beauties of the Field, are 
expoſed to common view ; the 
choiceſt Magnificencies and Gal- 
antries of the World, do ſtudi- 
ouſly preſent themſelves to every 
man's eye ; theſe in part every 
man truly may appropriate to 
himſelf ; and by imagination any 
man can as well take all that he 
ſees for his own, as the tenacious 


' Miſer doth fancy his dear pelf to 


be his. : 

But mine Heir (perhaps he will 
farther ſay ). will thank me, wall 
praiſe me, will bleſs me for my 
great care and providence : If he 
doth, what is that to thee 2 No- 
thing of that will concern thee, or 
can reach thee ; thou ſhalt not 


hear what he fays, - or feel any 
' good from what he does : And 


moſt probably thou -art miſtaken 
1h thy opinion concerning him ; 


as thou knoweſt not who he ſhall be, pal. 35. 5. 


I 3 that 
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that ſhall gather all thoy heapeſt up, 

or .ſhal rule over all thy labour, 

Eccleſ. 2. 19+ ( whether be (hall be a wiſe man or out 

a fool, a kinſman or a ſtranger, a Þinf 

friend: or a foe) ſo thou canſft ag Pall 

lictle gueſs what he will think or J| out 

fay : It he hath wit, he may ſweet- | vi 

(p havgh at thee for thy fond. wiſe- Þ| pat 

om; if he hath none, his com- || 

mendations will little adorn thy || ul! 

memory; -.he will to thy. diſgrace || wu! 

ſpend. what thou leaveſt, as vainly fer 

as thou didſt.get or keep. it. But | ca 

(this to be ſure he will in the end | ti! 

lay for himſelf) Money 4s a good || fo 

reſerve againſt neceſſary, occaſions, Þ 0) 

or .bad times that may come; 4 || 

gainſt the time of old age, of fick- Þ| Pc! 

neſs, .of adyerſity ; *tis the ſureſt Þ| 7 

friend. a man,.can have in ſuch cx || or 

ſes, which, when all fails, will be || uſ 

Prov. 10. 15- zeady to help him: .7he rich mas's fd 

Health is his ſtrong City; the Wile | ® 
man he, thinks never ſpake more || * 

Wiſely ; he, therefore will, not. di | 

ad mantle this foxtrels, but wall keep 

4 it 
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t well ſtored, letting therefore his 
wealth lie dead and uſeleſs by him : 


-Jbut (to let paſs now the prophane. 


infidelity of this plea , excluding 
all hope in God, and ſubſtituting 
our providenco in the room of his ) 
what a folly 1s it, thus to antici- 
pate evil, and to create to our 
elves a preſent adverſity from a 
ſuſpicion of one future ; to pinch 
our ſelves now, leſt we ſhould ſuf- 
ter hereafter ; to pine to day, be- 


| cauſe we can imagine 1t poſſible 


that we may ſtarve to morrow ; 
to forego certain occaſions of en- 


chance the like occafions may hap- 


pen one day, we know not when; 
not to uſe things now, when rea- 
lon bids us, becauſe they may be 
uſefull at another time 2 Not con- 
fdering alſo, that many interveni- 


$ £nt accidents, more probably then 


a moderate and handſom uſe of 
our Wealth, may crop the excret- 


cencies thereof. | 
T4 2. But 


joying our goods , tor that per- 
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2. But ſetting aſide theſe ab. 
ſurd excuſes of penuriouſneſs, we 


may conſider , that ſecluding the} 


good uſe of them in beneficence, 
Riches are very impertinent, very 
cumberſom, very dangerous, . very 
miſchievous things ; either ſuper. 
fluous toys, or troubleſome clogs, 
or treacherous ſnares, or rather all 
theſe in combination , produttive 
of trouble, forrow , and fin. ' A 
ſmall pittance will, and muſt fuf- 
fice to all reaſonable purpoſes, to 
ſatisfy our neceſſities, to procure 
Luk. 12. 15- conveniencies, to yield innocent 
Fm 5: delight and eaſe : our nature doth 
Corporis exi- CUNT ANA Cale : O 
gua deſideria not require, nor cannot bear much: 
Hoes Frigw ( Take heed and beware of covetou- 
wult, alimen- #eſ$, faith our Lord , for a man's 
po famem ac Jife confiſteth not in the abundance 
Hun extin- . : . » 
guere; quic- of the things which he poſſeſſeth ; 
won that is, a man may live well with: 
witiis, mm 4 Out It: ) all the reſt, ſetting bene- 
fibus lakra- ficence apart, can onely ſerve va- 
Coil Ser. nity or vice, will make us really 
Helv. 9. fools or ſlaves. ( They that wit 
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be rich, (faith the Apoſtle ) fa// 1 Tim. 6. g. 
into temptations and a ſnare, and 


into many fooliſh and hurtful luſts, 


which drown men into deſtruttion * 


and perdition. ) They putt up our 
minds with vain and falſe con- 
cits ; making us, as if we were 
in a dream or frenzy, to take our 
ſelves for other perſons, more great, 
more wiſe, more good, more hap- 
py then we are : for conltantly, 
a5 the Wiſe-man obſerved, 7he rich Prov. 28. 11: 
man is wiſe in his own conceit; Great Job 32. 5. 
men are not always wiſe. And Agur 
thus intimates in his prayer , Re- Prov. 30. 8. 
move far from me vanity and lies, 
give me neither poverty nor riches. 
They render us inſen{ible and for- 
getfull of God , of our- ſelves, of 
piety and virtue, of all that is good 
and worthy of us: ( Leſt 7 be full, Prov. 30. 9. 
faid that good man again, aſſigning 
a reaſon why he deprecated' being 
rich, and deny thee, and ſay, Who 
s the Lord? ) they ſwallow up 
our thoughts, our aftections, our 
57 endea- 
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endeavours, our time and leiſure, 
poſſefling our hearts with a doting 


Matt. 6. 24 love unto them, ( excluding other- 


Eccleſf. 31. 1+ good affections ) diſtr acting Our 
; minds with anxious cares about 
Matt. 13-22- them , ( choaking other good 
thoughts) encumbring all our lik 

Luke 10. 41- with buſineſs about them, ( incon- 
2-2: + ſiſtent with due attention to our 
other more weighty and neceſſar 
concernments ) filling our bs 

xTim. 6. 10. With ſuſpicions, and fears , pier- 
cing our hearts with troubles and 
ſorrows ; they immerſe our ſouls 

: in all the follies of pride, in all 
Jam. 5. bY the filths of luxury, in all the 
= miſchiets emergent from ſloath 

1 Tim. 6. 10. and ſtupidity ; they are the root 
of all evils unto us, and the grea- 

teſt obſtructions of our true hap- 

Matt- 19-23, pineſs, rendring Salvation almoſt 
_ impoſlible , and Heaven 1n a mat 
ner inacceſſible to us : ſo that to 

be rich, (1t ſevered from a ſober 

mind, and a free heart) 1s a great 

difeaſe , and the ſource of many 

| grievous 
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rrievOus diſtempers: both of bo- 
d and mind ; from which we 


-Srannot well otherwiſe ſecure or 


reſcue our ſelves, then by libe. 
nlly ſpending them in works of 
Bounty and Mercy : ſo ſhall we 
aſe our ſelves of the burthens, ſo 
ſhall we elude the temptations, fo 
ſhall we abandon the vices, and fo 
ſhall we eſcape all the ſad miſchiefs 
incident to them : Thus to uſe 
wealth, ſhall turn it into a. conve- 
nience, and an ornament of our 


lives, into a conſiderable bleſling, 
and a ground of much comfort to 


us. Excluding this uſe of wealth, 
or abſtraCting a capacity of doing 
good therewith, nothing is more 
pitifull and deſpicable then it ; it 
is but like the load, or the trap- 
pings of an Aſs; a wiſe man on 
that condition would not chuſe it, 


J or endure to be peſtered with it ; 


but would ſerve it , as thoſe Phi- 
lolophers did , who flung it away, 
that it might not diſturb. their con- 
tem- 
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+ MyJ2 v6- templations : *tis the power it af. 
we 1w ins- fords of benefiting men ,* which Þ| 0c 
—_— onely can ſeaſon, and ingratiate Þ ti 
$16 oejn- It to the reliſh of ſuch a perſon; || it 
oz, tans otherwiſe it 1s evidently true, | 0 
crow which the Wiſeman affirms | 


. 2 . 
Þ M3 nalows 3. Again, we may conſider, || 


g.uedzs it, and to continue Maſters there- Pl 
# on | ow of; what we give, 1s not thrown 5 
TXT, ma but ſaved from danger; * 
orwwy &s T5 F while we detain 1t at home, (a v: 
Goes, 8 if ſeems to us) it really is abroad, y 
$ramridmr, and at adventures; it is out at Sa,fj Þ 
65 7 «ma failing perilouſly in ſtorms , neafſ © 
—_ ” rocks and ſhelves, amoneglt Pirates; f 
xereue % 9" NOT CAN it ever be fafe, till it is} 
| —— £ brought into this port, or enſured} 0 
ſo lacs Ggb- this way 3 * when we have be] it 
|| - Cox ev23%- ſtowed it on the poor , then we 
| Ty. Chryl. OY : 
| Tomg.07.55. have lodged it in unqueſtionabl 
ſafety; 


> 


LY 
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yy in a place where no rapine, aqui Sans; 


no deceipt, no miſhap, no corrup- & amy 


tion can ever by any means come yemes irſus 


at it. All our Doors and Bars, all uae 
© CLICTAYHIM 
our Forces and Guards, all the cir- ;,;;, 4c 


cumſpection and vigilancy we can pergendo pau- 
uſe, are no defence or ſecurity at {frm ave 
all in compariſon to this diſpoſal li modo in c&- 
thereof : The poor man's ſtomach bus the- 
: | - « 1 ſauros tutius 
5a Granary tor our Corn, which congiderme. - 
never can be exhauſted ; the poor Aug: Ep-121. 


man's back is a Wardrobe for our 


 Cloathes, which never can be 


pillaged ; the poor man's Pocket 
is a Bank for our Money , which 
never can diſappoint or deceive 
us; all the rich Traders in the 
World may decay and break , 
but the Poor can never fail, ex- 
cept God himſelf turn Bankrupt ; 
for what we give to the Poor, we 
deliver and entruſt in his hands , 


out of which no force can wring 


it, no craft can filch it; it is laid 
up in Heaven, whither no thiet can 
clmb, where no moth or ruſt do 

abide. 


_—_ 
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abide. In deſpite of all the for 
tune, of all the might, of all 'the 
malice in the. World , the liberal 
man will ever be rich ; for Gods 
Providence is his Eſtate ; God's 
Wiſedom and Power are his De. 
fence; God's Love and Favour are 
his Reward ; God's Word is his 
Aſſurance; who hath faid it, that 
Prov. 28. 27. ZZe which giveth to the poor, fhal 
not lack : no viciſlitude therefore 
of things can ſurprize him, or find 
him unturniſhed ; no diſaſter can 
impoveriſh him , no adverſity can 
overwhelm him ; he hath a certain 
reſerve againſt all times and occa- 
Ia. 32.8, fions': He that deviſeth /iberal 
things, by liberal things ſhall ht 
ſtand, (faith the Prophet.) But on 
the other hand, being niggardly is 
the likeheſt courſe we can take to 
loſe our Wealth and Eſtate ; we 
thereby expoſe them to danger , 'l| 
and leave them defenceleſs : we 
ſubje&t them to the envious eye, 
to the ſlanderous tongue, to the 
raVenous 


ra 
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which if it be away, The watch- pal. 127. . 


by denying that portion which be- 
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 truſteth in his riches, ſhall fall , 
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venous and inſidious hand ;- we 
deprive them of Divine Protection, 


man waketh but in vain : We pro- 
yoke God irrecoverably to take it 
from us, as he'did the Talent from 
that unprofitable ſervant, who did 
not uſe it well. We do indeed 
thereby yield God juſt cauſe of 
War, and enmity againſt us; which 
being, Omnia dat qui juſta negat ; 
we do forteit all to Divine juſtice, 


longs to him, and which he claims. 

Can we hope to live in quiet poſ- 

{lion of any thing, it we retuſe 

to pay our due Tributes and Taxes 

impoſed upon us by our Almighty 

Sovereign ; if we live in ſuch re- 

bellion againſt his Authority, ſuch 

violation of his right , ſuch difft- 
dence to his Word 2 No : Ze that Prov. 11.28. 


but the righteous ſhall flouriſh as a 
branch : ſuch is the diflerence be- 
tween the covetous and the liberal 

in 


The Duty and Reward "M 


in point of ſecurity and ſucceſs 
concerning their Eſtate. 

Even according to the humang 
and ordinary way of eſteeming 
things, (abſtrafting from the ſpe. 
cial Providence of God) the libe. 
ral perſon hath in conſequence of 


his bounty, more real ſecurity for | 


his Wealth, then this World hath 
any other : He thereby gets an 
intereſt in the gratitude and afe. 
tion of thoſe whom he obligeth, 


together with the good will and. 


reſpect of all men, who are ſpe 
Ctatours of his vertuous and ge- 
nerous dealing : the hearts and 
memories of men are repoſitories 
to him of a treaſure, which no- 
thing can extort from him, or 
defraud him of If any mb 
chance ſhould arrive, or any/ 
want come near him, all ney! 
would be ready to commiſerate 
him, every man would haſten to 
his ſuccour. As when a haugh 


ty, a greedy, or a gripple man F 


it, 


ple 


i 


| ——__ 


> 3 of 3: hoon rake Bd nd oor 


Qammn_— 


_— 
—— 


of Bounty to the Poor. I45 


fall into calamity or diſgrace, ſcarce 

*——* i | 
any one regardeth or pitieth hum : 
Fortune deſerting ſuch a, perſon; Miraris cur 
carries all with it , few or nong '* «12m po 
terers are. commonly the firſt 'that /tet quem non 


torfake him, contempt and neglect je 


'are the onely adherents to his con- Serm. 1. 1. 
dition ; that of the Wiſe-man ap- 

pears verified, Ze that hideth his Prov. 28. 37: 
eyes from the poor , ſhall have many 
acurſe : ſo the courteous and boun- 
tifull perſon , when Fortune ſeems 
to frown on him, hath a ſure re- 
fuge in the good will and eſteem of . 
men; all men, upon the accompts 
of honour and honeſty, take them- 
ſelves to be concerned in his caſe, 
and engaged to favour him ; even 

thoſe, who before were ſtrangers, 
become then his friends, and in ef: 
k& diſcover their affetion to him; 
1, in the common judgment of peo- 
ple, appears an indignity and a dif- 

race to mankind, that ſuch a man 

ould want or ſuffer, 4 

K 4. Nay 
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._ 4. Nay farther we may conls 
der, that exerciſing Bounty 1s the 


moſt advantagious method of im- 
- _ proving and increaſing an Eſtate; 
- but: that being tenacious and ill: 


beral, doth tend to the diminution 
and decay thereof. 'The way to 


obtain a great encreaſe, 1s to ſow 


much : he that ſows little, how 
' can he expett a good Crop 2? It is 
as true in ſpiritual Husbandry , as 


Gal. 6. 7,8. in the other ; that what a man ſow- 
eth that he ſhall reap, both in kind,. 


and according to proportion : $0 


2 Cor. 9. 6, that great Husband-man S. Paul af- 


ſureth us, . He. that ſoweth ſparing: 
ly, ſhall reap ſparingly ; but he that 
Joweth bountifully, ſhall alſo rea 
bountifully : and Solomon means 


Prov. 11.18. the ſame, when he faith, 7o hin 


that ſoweth righteouſneſs, ſhall be a 
ſure reward. The way to gain 
abundantly is, you know well, to 
trade boldly; he that will not ad 
venture any thing conſiderable, 
how can he think of a large 16 
| turn? 
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turn? Honour the Lord with thy 
ſubſtance, ſo ſhall thy barns be filled 
with plenty, and thy Preſſes ſhall 
burſt out with new wine, Prov. 3. 
9, 10. *Tis ſo likewiſe in the E- 
vangelical Negotiations; if we put 
out much upon ſcore of Conſci- 
ence or Charity, we ſhall be ſure 
to profit much. Liberality 1s the 
moſt beneficial Traſhck that can 
be; it 15 bringing our Wares to the 
beſt Market ; it is letting out our 


| Money into the beſt hands ; we 


thereby lend our Money to God, 
who repays with vaſt Uſury ; an 
hundred to one is the rate he al- 
lows at preſent, and above a hun- 
dred millions to one he will render 


hereafter ; ſo that if you will: be 


Merchants this way, you ſhall be 
ſure to thrive, you cannot tail to 
grow rich moſt eaſily and ſpeedi- 


ly: The liberal ſoul ſhall be made Prov. 11.25. 


fat, and he that watereth ſhall 'be 
watered himſelf : This 1s :that 
Which S. Paul again argues .upon, 

| K 2 when 


I 48 
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Phil. 4. 17» 


Prov. 10s 22» 


ſpend upon the main ſtock , and 


goods, he in. regard thereto will 


when commending the Ph:lippians 
free kindneſs toward him, he ſays, 
Not becauſe I defire a gift, but [ 
defire fruit that may abound to your 
accompt. Bounty yields xaemy 
meoweCor, a fruit that multiplies 
and abundantly turns to good ac- 
compt ; it indeed procuring God's 
benediction, the fountain ot all de- 
firable plenty and proſperity : for, 


The bleſſing of the Lord it maketh'Þ 


rich, and he addeth no ſorrow with 


zt. It is therefore the greateſt want" 


of policy, the worlt il-husbandry 
and unthriftineſs that can be, to 
be ſparing this way ; he thar uſeth 
it, cannot be thriving ; he muſt 


may be ſure to get nothing conſ- 
derable. God ordinarily ſo pro- 
ceeds, as to recompence and reta- 
liate men in the fame kind, . where 
in they endeavour to pleaſe him, 
or preſume to: offend him ; ſo that 
for them who freely offer him their 


proſper 
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rroſper their dealings, and bleſs 


their Eſtates : ( Por this very thing Deut. 1 5. 10s 


the Lord thy God ſhall bleſs thee in 
all thy nf , and in all that thou 
putteſt thine hand unto , fays Mo- 
ſes ) but they who will not lay 
out any thing for him, he will not 
concern himſelf in their ſucceſs 
otherwiſe then to croſs it , or 
(which is worſe) to curſe it : for 


. if he feem to favour them for a Pal. 73. 17. 


time with ſome proſperity in their 


| affairs, their condition is much 


worſe thereby, their accompt will 
be more grievous, and their fate 
more diſaſtrous in the end. 

5. Farther, the contributing part 
of our goods to the poor, will qua- 
lify us to enjoy the reſt with fatis- 
faction and comfort. The Obla- 
tion of theſe Firſt-fruits, as it will 
fanctify the whole lump of our 
Eſtate, ſo it will ſweeten it ; ha- 
ving offered this well-pleaſing fa- 
crifice of piety, having diſcharged 
this debt of juſtice, having paid ' 

K 3 this 
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this tribute of gratitude, our hearts 
being at reſt, and our conſcience 


well ſatisfied , we ſhall, like thoſe" 


Aﬀts 2. 4%. good people in the Acts, eat our 
meat with gladneſs, and ſingleneſs 
of heart ; to ſee the poor man by 
our means accommodated , eaſed, 
and refreſhed, will give a delicious 
reliſh to all our enjoyments. But 
withholding his portion from the 
poor, as it will pollute and profane 
all our Eſtate, ſo it will render the 


fruition thereof ſowre or unſavou: . 


ry to us: for can we with any 

content taſte our dainties, or view 
'Ey2% 5 7% OUr plenties, while the poor man 
—— ſtands in ſight pining with hunger? 
3 merig,, Can we without regret ſee our 
1: 0vxgu- Walls cloathed with Tapeſtry, our 
ty mpieh Horſes deckt with Golden Trap- 
£ 00 garre- PINES, our Attendants ſtrutting 1n 


awy 43 v- wanton Gaiety , while our honeſt 
Newy, Xz oy 


«dip 3:p6- P2Or Brother appears half naked, | 


yor, % &s and trembling with cold 2 Can we 
* TM CUTPETUE= 
»S- wow. Carry on one finger enough to fur- 


Naz. 0r. 27. iſh ten poor people with neceſſa- 
| ries, 
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ries, and have the heart within 


us, without ſhame . and diſplea- 
ſure, to ſee them want ? . No ; 
the ſenſe of our impiety and 'in- 
gratitude toward God , of our. 


mnhumanity and unworthineſs to- 


ward our Neighbour , + will- not 


fail (if, ever we conſiderately re- 


fle& on our behaviour ) to ſting 
us with cruel remorſe and ſelt- 
condemnation ; the clamours of 
want and miſery ſurrounding us, 


| will pierce'our cars, and-wound our 


hearts ;' the frequent: objects of pi- 
ty and:'mercy, do what we can to 
banith. them from our-proſpeCt: or 
regard, will fo aſfail, and fo pur- 
ſue us, as to diſturb: the freedom 
of our enjoyments , to quaſh the 
brickneſs of our mirth, to allay 
the ſweetneſs of our pleaſure ; yea 
rather ,. if ſtupidity and obdura- 


# tion have not ſeized ' on us, to 


imbitter all unto us; we ſhall feel 
that true, which Zophar ſpeaks 
of the cruel and covetous Opprel- 
K 4 our, 
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Job 20. 18, four, Surely he ſhall not feel quiet- 

30, 2 mefi in his belly, —he ſhall not re- 
joyce i his ſubſtance, —in the, full 
wes of his ſufficiency he ſhall he_in 
—_— . 7 : E531 
.-,6. T ſhall touch but one conf+. 
deration more, perſwaſive of this 
practice; it is this : The peculiar 
nature of 'our Religion ſpecially 
requires it, and the honour there. 
of exacts'/it from us ; nothing 
better ſuits Chriſtianity , nothing 


nothing 1is'more inconſiſtent there- 
with, or more diſparageth-1t, then 
being miſerable and ſordid. ' A 
Chrittian  Niggard is the .verieſt 
| nonſenſe that can be; for, What 
E * 6/2 Chriſtian 2 What but a man, 
| who adores God alone, who loves 
God above all things, who repo- 
ſes all his-truſt and confidence in 


undertaketh to imitate the moſt 
good and bountifull Gad,; to fok 
low, as the beſt pattern of his pre 

| - ctice, 


nw pu ew ay wy a_ Fe tyww uu @#A@\ ay as G@w_. 


more graces it , then Liberality;. 


God > What is he, but one who, 
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ice, the moſt benign and chari- 
table FEST S, the Son of God ; 


'to obey the Laws of God, and his 


Chriſt, the ſum and ſubſtance of 
which is- Charity ; | half whoſe Re- 
ligion doth confilt 'in loving his 
Neighbour as himfelt 2 What is 
he tarther, but one who hath re- 
nounced this world, with all the 
vain pomps and pleaſures of it ; 
who profeſſes himſelf in diſpoſi- 
tion and affetion-of mind to. for- 
fake all things for Chri/”s ſake'; 
who pretends little” to value, af- 
fke&t, or care for any thing under 
Heaven ; having all his main con- 
cernments and treaſures, his heart, 
his hopes, and his happineſs in 
another world 2 Such is a Chriſti- 
an; and what 1s a Niggard 2 All 
things quite contrary : One whoſe 
practice manifeſtly ſhews him to 
worſhip another thing beſide, and 
before * God ; to: love Mammon 
above God, and more to confide 


In it, then in him ; One who bears - 


ſmall 


ſmall good will, kindneſs or pity 
toward his Brother ; who is littke 


affe&ted or concerned with things - 


future or celeſtial ; whoſe mind and 
heart are rivetted to this world ; 
whoſe hopes and happineſles are ſet- 
led here below ; whoſe ſoul is deep- 
ly immerſed and buried in earth; 
One who, according to tonſtant 
habit , notoriouſly breaketh the 
two great heads of Chriſtian duty, 
Loving God with all his heart, and 


his ' Neighbour as himſelf ; It is. 


therefore, by comparing thoſe 
things , very . plain, that we pre- 
tend to reconcile groſs contradic- 
tions, and inconſiſtencies; 1f- we 
profeſs our ſelves to be Chriſtians, 
and are illiberal. It is indeed the 
ſpecial grace and glory of our Re 
ligion , that it conſiſteth not in 
barren ſpeculations, or empty for: 


malities, or forward profeſſions; , 


not in fancying curiouſly, or ſpex 
king zealouſly, or looking demure 


Iy; but in really producing ſenſible 
truits 
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fuits of goodneſs ; in doing ( as 


S. Paul ſignifies) things good and Tit. 3. 8. 


profitable unto men, ſuch as thoſe 
chiefly are of which we fpeak. 
The moſt gracious wiſedom of 
God hath ſo modelled our Religi- 
on, that according to it Piety and 
Charity are the ſame thing ; that 
we can never expreſs our ſelves 
more dutifull toward him, or bet- 
ter pleaſe him, or more truly glo- 
rity him, then when we are kind 


| and good to our poor Brother. 


We groſly miſtake, if we take gi- 
ving of Alms to be a Jewiſh or 
Popiſh practice, ſuitable to Chil- 
dren and Dullards in Religion, be- 
neath ſo refined, ſo improved, ſo 
bftily ſpiritual Gallants as we : 
No, 'tis a duty moſt properly, and 
moſt highly Chriſtian , as none 
more, a moſt goodly fruit of 


+ | Grace, and a molt faithfull mark 
thereof : By the experiment of this 2 Cor. 9. 13; 


miniſtration, we (as S. Paul fatth) 
glorify God for our profeſſed ſubjec- 
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tion unto the Goſpel of Chriſt , aud 
for our liberal diſtribution unto our 
brethren and unto all men: with-* 
out it our Faith 1s dead and ſenſe. 
leſs ; our high attainments are 
fond preſumptions ; our fine no- 

_ tions and delicate ſpiritualities are 
in truth but ſilly dreams, the iſſues 
of a proud and ignorant fancy : he 
that appears hard-hearted and cloſe. 
fiſted towards his needy Brother, 
let him think or call himſelf what 
he pleaſeth, he plainly is no Chri- . 
ſtian, but a blemiih, a reproach, 
and a ſcandal to that honourable 
Name. 

7. To all theſe Conſiderations 
and Reaſons inducing to the prac- 
tice of this kind of Charity, I 
might ſubjoyn examples, and ct 
betore you the faireſt Copies that 
can be imagined thereof. We have 
for 1t the pattern of God himſelf,, 

 _- - Who 1s infinitely munificent and 
Jam. r. 5,17. Imercifull ; from whom every. good 
As 17.25 and perfect gift deſcendeth ; who 

3 giveth 
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. he 


giveth life , and breath, and all 


things unto all ; who grveth libe- 


rally and upbraideth not. We have 2 Cor. 8. 9. 


the example of the Son of God, 
who out of pure charity did free- 


ly part with the riches and glories 


of Eternity, voluntarily embracing 
extream. poverty and want for our 
fake, that we who were poor , 
might be enriched ; we that were 
miſerable, might become happy ; 


who went about doing good ; 1pent as 10. 38; 


all his life in paintull diſpenſation 
of beneficence , and relieving the 
needs of men in every kind. We 
have the- bleſſed Patriarchs to fol- 
low, who at God's pleaſure and 
call did readily leave their Coun- 


try, their Friends, their Goods , 
and all they had. We have the 


practice of the holy Apoſtles , 


who freely /et go all to follow their Matt. 19. 27, 


Lord; who cheartully ſuſtained all 
ſorts of loſſes, diſgraces and pains, 
tor promoting the honour ot God, 
and procuring good unto men ; 

| We 
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. Pontius in 
ut . CyPpro 


Greg. Naz. 
Orat. 40. 


Sulp. Sever. 


we have to move and encourage ug 
hereto the firſt and beſt Chriſtians, 
moſt full of grace and holy zeal, 
who ſo many as were poſſeſſours of 
lands and houſes, did ſell them, and 
did impart the price of them to 
the community , /o that there was 
one poor among them, and that di. 
ftribution was made to every one as 
he had need. We have all the Saints 
and eminent ſervants of God in 
all times, who have been high and 


wonderfull in the performance of * 


theſe Duties. I could tell you of 
the bleſſed Martyr S. _ who 
was liberal by whole-ſale, beſtow- 
ing all at once, a fair Eſtate, on 
God and the poor ; of the renown- 
ed Biſhop S. Bafi/ , who conſtant- 
ly waited on the ſick, and kiſſed 


their ſores ; of the moſt pious. 


Conteſſour S. Martin, who having 
but one Coat left , and ſeeing a' 
poor man that wanted cloaths, 
tore it in two pieces, and gave one 
to that poor man; and many like 
| 1NITANCES 
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nſtances out of authentick Hiſto- 
ry might be produced, apt to pro- 


voke our imitation : 'I might alſo, 


to beget emulation and ſhame in 
us, repreſent exemplary practices 
of Humanity and Charity even in 
Jews, Mahometans and Pagans, 
(ſuch as in theſe cold days might 
pals for more then my a- 
mong us) but I ſhall —_ pro- 
pound one preſent and ſenſible 
example, that of this Noble City, 


«| whoſe publick Bounty and Charity 


in all kinds, (in education of Or- 
phans, in curing the Diſeaſed both 
in body and mind, in proviſion 
tor the poor, in relieving all ſorts 
of neceſſities and miſeries) let me 
earneſtly intreat and exhort us all 
tor God's ſake, as we are able, by 
our private Charity to imitate, to 
encourage , and to aſſiſt ; let us 


doe this ſo much the more willing- 


p and freely, as the fad circum- 
ances of things, by God's judg- 
ments brought-upon us, do o_ 

y 
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ly require, that the publick Cha: 
rity it ſelf (lying under fo great 


impediments, diſcouragements and' 


diſtreſſes) hank be ſupported, ſup 
plied, and r 

berality. No words that I can de: 
viſe will be fo apt to affect and 
move you, as the caſe it ſelf, if 
you pleaſe to conſider it : hear it 
therefore ſpeaking, and, I pray, 
with a pious and charitable diſpo- 
ſition of mind attend thereto : 


A true Report, G&C. 


For this excellent Pattern of pious 
Bounty and Mercy, let us hear: 
tily - thank Almighty God ; kt 
us humbly implore God's blef 
{ing on the furure management 
of it; let us pay due reſpects to 
the worthy Promoters thereof, and 


pray for rewards upon them an» 


ſwerable to their charitable - care 
and induſtry employed therein; 
kt us alſo according to our ability 


per 


wed by particular Li- | 
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perform our duty in following and 
turthering it : for encouragement 
to. which practice, give me leave 


briefly to refle&t upon - the latter - 
- part of my Text ; which repre: 


ſents ſome inſtances of the felicity 
proper to a bountiful Perſon , - or 
ſome rewards peculiar to the exer- 
ciſing the Duties of Bounty and 
Mercy. 

The firſt is, Zis righteoufneſs 
endureth for ever. Theſe words 


.|are capable of various ſenſes ,' or 


of divers reſpe&ts ; they may. 1m- 
port that the fame and remem- 
brance of his Bounty is very. du- 
table, or that the effects thereof do 
aſtingly continue , or that eter- 
nal rewards are deſigned thereto ; 
they may reſpe&t the bountifull 
man himſelf, or his poſterity here; 
they may ſimply relate to an en- 


durance. in God's regard and care; 


or they may with that alſo com- 
prehend a continuance in the good 
memory, and honourable mention 
| L 
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of men. Now in truth according 
to al! theſe interpretations , the 


bountifull man's righteouſneſs doth 


endure for ever, that 1s, very ls 
ſtingly, (or fo long as the ſpecial 
nature of the caſe doth bear) in 
any. ſenſe; or for an abſolute per:- 

etuity in ſome ſenſe : the words 
in their plenitude do naturally and 
without ſtraining involve ſo many 
truths, none of which therefore we 
think fit to exclude, bur ſhall briet- 
ly touch them all. 

I. As for future reputation and 
tame, (which that it in part is in- 
tended here, that which preceeds, 
_ The righteous ſhall be had in ever- 
laſting remembrance , doth argue ) 
it .is evident , that it peculiarly 
attends upon. this practice : the 
bountifull perſon is eſpecially that 


Prov. 10.7- Juſt tnan, whoſe memory is bleſſed, 
(is per” fuouley, as the Greek rew-[ 


ders it ; that is, is proſecuted 
with commendations and praiſes.) 
No Spices can ſo embalm a man, 
Ez | no 
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7 | no Monument can ſo preſerve his 
e | Name and Memory, as works of 
h' | Beneficence ; no- other fame is 
- f comparably ſo precious, , or truly 
ll | glortous ,- as that which grows 
n | tom thence : The Renown of 
r- | Power and Proweſs ,, of Wit - or 
Is | Learning , of any Wiſedom or 
d I Skill, may dwell in the fancies. of 
y | men with ſome admiration ; but 
e || the remembrance of Bounty reigns 
f- | in their hearts with cordial eſteem 
$and affection ; there erecting im- 
d | moveable Trophies over - Death 
- | and Oblivion, and it thence ſprea- 
S, | ding it ſelf through the tongues 
7- | of men with ſincere-and ſprightly 
) | Commendations. 'The Bountiful 
y | man's very Dult is . fragrant, and 
x | is Grave venerable; his Name 
it | is never mentioned. without re 
d, | fpet ; his Actions have always 
{theſe beſt Echoes, with innume- 
d | rable iterations reſounding atter 
) | them : Zis goods: ſhall be eftabli- 
bf fed, and the Congregation ſhall 
0 2 declare 
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declare his Alms, Ecclel. 32. 11, 


This was a true Friend to Man. 
kind ; This was a real BenefaGtour 
to the World ; This was a Man 
good in earneſt, and pious to good 
purpoſe. | > -. 

: 2. The effects of his righteouſ. 
neſs are likewiſe very durable : 
When he is: departed hence, and 
in perſon is'-no more ſeen, he re. 
mains viſible and ſenſible in the 
footſteps and fruits of his good- 


neſs ;. the Poor ſtill beholds him: 


preſent in the ſubſiſtence of him- 


ſelf, and his Family ; the Sick | 


man feels-him in the refreſhment, 
which he-yet enjoys by his provi 
fGion ;' he ſupervives in the heart of 
the Aﬀicted', . which {till reſents 
the comfort: , and rejoyces in the 
eaſe which he procured him ; all 
the World perceives benefit from 


him by the edification it recei-' 


veth- from his: Example; Religion 


'obtaineth profit and ornament, 


God himſelt enjoyeth glory and 
| praik 
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| praiſe from his righteouſneſs. 


| 3- His righteouſneſs alſo endu- 
reth 1n reſpect to' his poſterity. Tt 
is an uſual plea for tenacity and 
parſimony, that care muſt be had 
of poſterity , that enough muſt be 
provided and laid up for the Fa- 
mily : But in truth this is a very 
abſurd excuſe, and doing accor- 
ding thereto, 1s a very prepoſte- 
rous method of proceeding to- 
ward that end ; it is really the 


greateſt improvidence in that re- 


ſpect, and the trueſt neglect that 


can be of our Children : for ſo 


doing , together with a ſeeming 
Eſtate, we entail a real Curſe up- 
on them ; we deveſt them of 
God's protection and benediCtion , 
(the onely ſure preſervatives of an 
Eſtate ) we leave them Heirs of 
nothing ſo much as of puniſh- 


-' ments: due to our ingratitude, our 


infidelity, our impiety and 1nju- 
ſtice both toward God and man : 
whereas by liberally beſtowing on 
: L 3 the 
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the Poor, we demiſe unto them 
God's bleſſing, which is the beſt, 
inheritance ; we recommend them 
to God's ſpecial care, which is the 
beſt tuition ; we leave them God's 
protection and providence, which 
are a Wealth indeftectible and in- 
exhauſtible ; we conſtitute God 
their Guardian , who will moſt 
faithfully manage, and moſt wiſe- 
Iy improve their ſubſtance, both 
that which we leave to them, and 


that which we gave for them to 


the Poor ; we thereby in good 
part entitle them to the rewards 
appropriate to our pious Charity, 
our Faith, our Gratitude, our Self- 
denial, our Juſtice, to whatever 
of good is virtually contained in 
our acts of Bounty ; to omit the 
honour and good will of men, 
which conſtantly adhere to the 


Bountifull man's Houſe and Famt-' 


Iy. Prov. 13.22. A good man lea- 
wveth an inheritance to his childrens 
children, It is therefore expreſly 
| mc 
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mentioned in Scripture as a recom-. 
nce peculiar to this Vertue, thar 
ecurity from want, and all hap- 
pineſs do attend the poſterity of 
the Bountifull perſon : Ze # ever Pha. 37. 25; 
mercifull and lendeth, and his ſeed __ 
# bleſſed, faith David of him ge- 
nerally ; and David alſo particu- 
hrly obſerved , that in all the 
courſe of his long life, he could 
find no exception to the Rule : 7 


have been young , and now am old, Plal.112.2,3- 


e yet have 7 not ſeen the righteous 


forſaken, nor his ſeed begging their 
bread. 

4. His righteouſneſs alſo endu- 
reth for ever in the perpetual ta- 
vour of God, and in the eternal 
rewards which God will confer up- 
on him, who out of Conſcience 


and Reverence toward God, aut 
of good will and kindneſs toward 


| his Brother hath diſperſed, and gi- 


ven to the poor. God will not (as Heb. 6. 10. 
the Apoſtle faith ) be unjuſt to for- 
get his labour of charity in mini- 


L 4 ſtring 
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firing to his poor Brother : from || « 

Gal. 6. 8. the ſeed which he hath ſown to the || f 
Spirit , he ſhall aſſuredly reap a'J*/ 
moſt plentifull Crop of Bleſſings 
ſpiritual ; he ſhall eftectually enjoy | 4 
1 Tim. 6.15, the good foundation that he hath || | 
fored up : for the goods he hath | 

ſold and delivered , he ſhall ont | & 

Marr, 13-46. fide receive his Bargain, the hidden | t 
treaſure, and precious pearl of eter. || t 

nal life; for this beſt improvement || it 

of his Talent of worldly Riches, || » 

Marr. 2. 2r, he ſhall hear the Euge hone ſerve, 4, K 
26, Well done good and faithfull ſer. || D 
vant, enter into thy Maſters joy: || 0i 
he ſhall at Jaſt find God infinitely | n 
more bountifull to him, then he | f 
hath been unto the poor, | rc 
Thus when all the flaſhes of -|| it 
fenſual pleaſure are quite extin&t; || m 
when all the flowers of ſecular || tt 
glory are withered away ; when || & 
1 

a 


all earthly Treaſures are buried in 
darkneſs ; when this world, and 
all the faſhion of it, are utterly || fu 
. Yamithed and gone, the Bountifull I u 
man's 
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man's ſtate will be ſtill firm and 
flouriſhing, and #7is righteouſneſs 
"ball endure for ever. 

.-It follows, His horn ſhall be ex- 
alted with' honour : A Horn is an 
Emblem of Power ; for in it the 


Beaſts ſtrength, offenſive and de- 


tenfive, doth conſiſt ; and of Plen- 


ty, for it hath within it a capact- 


ty apt to contain what is put into 
it; and of Santtity, for that in it 


I Sam. 16. 


was put the holy Oyl, with which ;7 


Dignity, both in conſequence -up- 
on the reaſons mentioned, ( as de- 
noting might, and influence, and 
facredneſs accompanying Sove- 
reign Dignity ) and becauſe alſo 


-þ. it is an eſpecial beauty and orna- 


ment to the Creature which hath 
t ;. ſo that this expreſſion ( Zis 
Horn ſhall be exalted with honour ) 


;may. be ſuppoſed to import, that 


an abundance of high, and holy, of 
firm and ſolid honour ſhall attend 
upon the Bountitull perſon. _ 
| tnat 


I * 
I Kings 1.39. 
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that fo it truly thall, may from || «| 
many conſiderations appear. | i 
1. Honour . is inſeparably an."P'fi 
nexed thereto as its natural Com- || h 
| panion and- ſhadow. God hath | -/ 
impreſſed upon all Vertue a Ma- | 9 
jeſty and a Beauty , which do || 
command reſpe&t , and with a || ti 
kindly violence extort Veneration || n 
from men ; ſuch is the natural Þ| « 
Conſtitution of our Souls, that as || & 
our ſenſe neceſſarily liketh what is | 
fair and ſweet, ſo our mind un- þ #/ 
avoidably will eſteem what 1s ver- | le 
tuous and worthy ; all good Ac- | tt 
tions as ſuch, are honourable, but | m7 
of all Vertues Beneficence doth | w 
with moſt unqueſtionable right | d 
claim honour, and with irreſiſtibe | ot 
$nZyw ot force procures it ; as it is indeed fÞ d 
4 wie the moſt divine of Vertues, ſo men || g: 
ea in” are moſt apt to venerate them, | {c 
apes, wk whom they obſerve eminently to Þ it 
Ariſe. he practiſe it. Other Vertues men || fo 
| ſee, and approve as goodly- to the £| ln 
| ſight, but this they taſte and - th 
| t 
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this by moſt ſenfible experience 
they find to be pleaſant and pro- 
"fiftable, and cannot therefore bur 
highly prize it. They, who doe 
their alms before men, although out 
of an unworthy vain-glorious de- 
ſign, have yet, as our Saviour in- 
timates, their reward; they fail 
not to get Honour thereby ; and 
even ſo have no bad penny-worth': 
for, in the. Wiſe-man's judgment, 


Matt. 6. Is. 


A good name is rather to be choſen Prov.,21. 21. 


then great riches, they receive at 
leaſt fine air for groſs earth; and 
things very ſpiritual , for things 
moſt material ; they obtain that 
which every man doth naturally 
deſire and prize , for that which 
onely faſhion in forne places en- 
deareth , and commandeth : they 
get the end for the means , for 
ſcarce any man ſecketh wealth tor 


"A199 
Ce! 


' it ſelf, but either for Honour, or 7 5 


dyes 


\ 
(e] 


for Vertues ſake , that he may m#r& 2 


live creditably, or may do good 
therewith : Neceſſity is ſerved o_ 
a Ut- 
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Matt. $5. 16. 


a little, Pleaſure may be ſatisfied 
with a Competence; Abundance is 


required onely to ſupport Honour, * 


or promote good; and Honour by 
a natural . connexion adhereth to 
Bounty. He that followeth after 
righteouſneſs and mercy , findeth 
life, righteouſneſs, and honour , 
Prov. 21. 21. | 

2. But farther, an acceſſion of 
Honour according to gracious pro- 
miſe, (grounded upon ſomewhat of 
ſpecial reaſon, of equity and decen- 
cy in the thing it felt) is due from 
God unto the Bountitull perſon, 
and is by ſpecial providence ſurely 
conferred on him. There is no 
kind of Piety, or inſtance of obe- 
dience, whereby God himſelf is 
more {ignally honoured, then by 
this. "Theſe are chiefly thoſe good 
works, the which men ſeeing, are 
apt to glorify our Father which 
in Heaven; Phil. 1.11. Being fil- 
led with the fruits of righteouſneſs, 
which are by Chriſt Jeſus, to the 


glory, 
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larly honoured by this practice, 


glory, and praiſe of God. To theſe 
truits that 1s moſt applicable, which 
"our Lord faith, ZZereby is my Fa- Joh. 15. 8. 
ther glorified, if you bear much 

fruit : for, as, He that oppreſſeth Prov. 14. 31-. 
the poor , reproacheth his Maker ; 
ſo he honoureth him, that hath 
mercy ou the poor. The comforta- 
ble experience of good in this ſort 
of attions, will molt readily diſpoſe 
men to admire and commend the 
excellency, the wiſedom, the good- 
Jt neſs of the Divine Laws, will there- 
fore procure God hearty praiſe, and 
thanks for them : For, as S. Paul - 
teacheth us, The adminiſtration of 2 Cor. 9. II 
this ſervice not onely ſupplyeth the 
want of the Saints, but is abundant 
alſo by many thankſgzvings unto God; 
whilſt by experiment of this mint- 
ftration , they glorify God for your 
profeſſed ſubjettion unto the Goſpel 
i of Chriſt, and for your liberal di- 
firibaution unto them , c aud unto all 
men. Since then God is ſo pecu- 


it 
1S 


I2, 13s 


— Xurto—m—_ 


.. 74 The Duty and Reward = 


is but equal and fit, that God ſhould 
remunerate it with honour ; God's 
noble goodneſs will not kt him” 
ſeem detective in any ſort of bene 
ficial correſpondence toward us, we 
ſhall never be able to yield him any 
kind of good thing in duty, which 
he will not be more apt to render 
Prov. 3-59 US in Grace; they who (as Sohe. 
mon ſpeaketh ) honour God with 
their ſabſtance , ſhall by God cer: | 
tainly be honoured with his blef- 
ſing : Reaſon intimates ſo much, 
and we beſide have God's expreſs 
x Sam. 2-30. Word for it; Them (laith he) who 
honour me, 1 will honour. He that 
abſolutely and independantly is 
1 Chron. 29. the Fountain of all Honour, from 
_ whom (as good King David faith) 
riches and honour cometh , tor that 
he reigneth over all, he will afſu- 
redly prefer and dignify thoſe, || T 
who have been at ſpecial care and )Fit 
colt to advance his Honour. He 
Prov. 21. 1. that hath the hearts of all men in 
Plal. 33- 15+ —þzs hands, and faſhzoneth them : 
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he pleaſeth, will raiſe the bounti- 
; | full man in the-judgments and af- 
1" | tions of men: He that ordereth 
. | all the events of things, and dif: 
e | poſeth ſucceſs as he things fit, will 
7 | aulſe the Bountiful] perlon's Enter- 
\ | prizes to proſper, and come off 
with credit. He will not ſuffer 


lane? 


the reputation of ſo real an Ho- 
nourer of himſelf to be extreamly 
| ſhrrd by diſaſter, to be blaſted by 


ſander, to be ſupplanted by envy 


. 

a 

c 

: righteouſneſs as the _— , and his 
o | judgment as the noon-day. 

: 3. God will thus exalt the 
s | Bountifull man's Horn even here 
s | in this World, and to an infinitely 
) | higher pitch he will advance it in 
+ || the future ſtate : He ſhall there be 
- | {tat the right-hand, in a moſt ho- 
, | nourable place and rank; among 
} ji the chief Friends and Favourites of 
; | the Heavenly King; in happy Con- 
s | fortſhip with the holy Angels, and 
s | bleſſed Saints; where, in recom- 
. PENCE 


zl}, or malice; but will 4ring forth his Pal. 37.6. 
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: cy grant unto us-all, through Feſus 
_ Chriſt our Lord; -to whom tor ever 
| be all praiſe. AMEN: » 


" Ucb. I 3. 20. * 


the Jheep,- thraugh;the Bloud of the | 


ce of h his tous Boug he ſha ſhall 
Fam the beuntifull ae of \his 
moſt gracious Lord: receive ay [in 
corruptible Crown of Righteouſneſs, 
and an unfading Crown. of, Glory : | 
The whit God of his infinite —_ 


MEPITED WARE PP VETS. 


Now: : the God.. of: peace 7 that | 
brought again« from” the dead. our 
Lor Feſas, that great Shepherd of | 


£ verlaſting. Covenants, make. 448. per. 
fett in every.good Work:t0 doe:\his 
Wil," working in ug that which is 
well-plealivg in his fight', through 
Feſus Chriſt: to whos be. my fe 


ever and ever.  AME hl 19 
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